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Toefl preparation
courses In the USA

Test preparation is popular with international students
in the USA who are anxious to gain admission to one

of the country’s well reputed universities.

For any international student wanting
to study in a university in an English
speaking destination, scoring well

in an academic test of English is an
essential part of the application process.
In the USA, the Test of English as a
Foreign Language, or Toefl test, is

most commonly used as an indicator
of language ability by universities.
Preparation courses, which guide
students towards a successful test
result, are now an important part of the
education travel landscape.

Many Toefl preparation courses
are offered at language schools
attached to universities, as is the case
at the University of Southern California
Language Academy in Los Angeles, CA,
which has been offering such courses
since 1997 “due to the overwhelming
student demand for them”. Angela
Mitchell, Marketing and Recruitment
Specialist at the school, says, “We offer
a Toefl elective for low intermediate
level students, which is four hours
of their 21 total hours a week. For
intermediate/advanced students, we
offer a specialised ‘Toefl Track’, which is
eight hours of 21 per week.”

Combining specific exam-focused
tuition with further lessons in general
English is a common option offered at
many language schools. Steve Horowitz,
Director of the UESL programme
at Central Washington University in
Ellensburg, WA, says that they only
offer the Toefl preparation course as an
elective part of their full-time intensive
English programme. “It is one of our
most popular elective classes,” he adds.

The popularity of and demand
for Toefl preparation courses among
international students coming to the
USA is also something that Scott
Helfgott, National Director of Academic
Programs at Aspect North America,

emphasises. He points out that they
have two Toefl preparation courses
that are offered at all Aspect schools
throughout North America as electives
to complement general English courses.
“At Aspect New York, an additional
course called Toefl 110 is also offered
as an intensive programme for those
students who are interested in a
curriculum entirely devoted to preparing
for the Toefl exam,” he says. “No
general English language classes are
given within this curriculum.”

Recent changes to the format
of the Toefl exam have meant that
schools have had to stay up-to-date by
changing the content of their courses.
The Internet-based Toefl test (iBT) was
introduced into the USA in 2005 and
has taken over from the computer-
based test (CBT), which was phased out
completely in September 2006. Along
with a different testing format the new
test also examines students on slightly
different skills, as Helfgott explains.

“Unlike the CBT Toefl, the Toefl
iBT no longer explicitly tests grammar
and has an added section which tests
students’ English speaking abilities,”
he says. “The new Toefl exam focuses
entirely on four fundamental skills:
listening, reading, writing and speaking.
Students are tested on each skill
independently and as part of integrated
exercises where two or more skills are
tested concurrently.”

Staying abreast of the latest
technological advances and changes
in the Toefl test has been beneficial
to many language schools, according
to Mitchell. “We have offered the iBT
preparation since that test began in
2005 and students have been quite
receptive as this preparation is not
always readily available in their home
countries,” she says.
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Ashland, OH Ashland University CES f 7

Baltimore, MD College of Notre Dame of Maryland ELI e 8 v

Bellevue, WA Bellevue Community College f - v
Boston, MA The Olin Center for International Study e f 4

Ellensburg, WA UESL Program, Central Washington Uni. e 10 v
Evansville, IN University of Evansville IEC e 8
Los Angeles, CA USC Language Academy e 6

Monterey, CA Monterey Instit. of Int. Studies IEP e 8 v
New York, NY New York Language Center e 5
San Diego, CA International House e 8

San Marcos, CA California State University LCI e 12 v
Scottsdale, AZ Scottsdale Community College - 10

Tallahassee, FL Florida State University CIES e 6 v
various Aspect Education e f 8
various inlingua Language Centers e f 1
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ChOOSE a program
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ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC

& PROFESSIONAL PURPOSES [EAPP]
NEW! English for global business and social sciences
English for translation & interpretation studies
Pre-undergraduate and graduate level academic training
Year round intensive English as a second language
TOEFL preparation, American culture, conversation

INTENSIVE SUMMER & WINTER
LANGUAGE PROGRAMS [SILP/WILP]
Arabic, Chinese, French, Spanish, Russian
All levels, academic credit available
Experienced native speaking instructors
Fun extra-curricular activities in the target language

CUSTOM LANGUAGE SERVICES [CLS]
Design your own program to suit your needs
Flexible programs in most languages for all levels
Corporate, government, student, and tourist clientele
Professional instruction by native speakers

Contact us today!
Intensive Language Programs
Monterey Institute of International Studies
460 Pierce St., Monterey, CA 93940 USA

E-Mail: language@miis.edu
Phone: 1-831-647-4115 Fax: 1-831-647-3534

language.miis.edu
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ELS
43 Exciting Locations Across the USA!

» Over 45 years experience teaching
English to millions of students

» Nearly 40 university-based destinations
in the USA

» University Placement Service

» No TOEFL® required for admission to
550+ USA colleges and universities
with completion of ELS Intensive
English Program

*

W

» Intensive and Semi-Intensive English,
beginner through masters

» State-of-the-art, personalized learning
technology at every location

» iBT TOEFL® Prep and Business
English programs

» Fast Track accelerated learning program

» Homestay or on-campus residence
accommodations

» More than 26 start dates each year

» English Study Youth Camps in
St. Petersburg, Florida and
Malibu, California

» Summer Prep Program in Bristol,
Rhode Island

» Big Apple Language & Culture Program
in New York City

For additional information and a color
brochure about our English programs,
please contact:

ELS Language Centers

400 Alexander Park
Princeton, New Jersey

08540-6306 USA
Tel: +1609.750.3500

info@els.edu
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