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The International Academy o� ers some of the best 
routes for international students to enter higher 
education in the UK.

You can study at pre-undergraduate, undergraduate, 

pre-Masters and postgraduate levels. Our innovative 

courses and programmes have proved very

successful with international students because of 

their distinctive learning environment.

Email enquiries to: intacad@essex.ac.uk www.essex.ac.uk/internationalacademyww

Study English in London
London Met offers a comprehensive range of English language courses to suit a variety of different needs.

SUMMER COURSES:

YEAR ROUND COURSES:

We also offer tailor-made courses for groups, all year round. Please contact us at els@londonmet.ac.uk
to find out more, or alternatively see our brochure on our website for further information.

CALL :+44 (0)207 133 2458   www.londonmet.ac.uk/els
485 COURSES. INFINITE OPPORTUNITIES.

English Teacher Refresher course, 2 weeks 
Summer Business English, 2 – 6 weeks 

General English, 1 – 3 months 
Pre-sessional Academic English course, 1 – 3 months

General English Pre-Intermediate to Advanced, 
1 – 9 months 
Study (Junior) Year Abroad – February, April and 
September start dates 

English for Academic Study, 1 – 9 months
General English plus IELTS preparation 
Part-Time IELTS preparation
International Foundation Programme
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UK higher 
education
A challenging economic environment and visa 
changes are concerning UK high education 
institutions, as BETHAN NORRIS fi nds out.

The previous 12 months have presented certain challenges for higher 
education institutions in the UK – most signifi cant has been the 
infl uence of changing exchange rates, which for some nationalities

means that studying in the UK, as well as some other English speaking 
destinations, has become more expensive.
 Paul Cullen from Writtle College in Chelmsford says that international 
students numbers have decreased at the college from a peak in 2006. “This
was due to a fall in numbers from our two main markets of China and Japan
where factors such as increased competition in pre-masters courses by UK 
and local universities and exchange rate pressures have had a big effect on 
our competitiveness in these markets,” he says.
 Bryony Blinman from Bath Spa University in Bath says that
international student numbers have dropped over the past four years due 
to Chinese students increasingly deciding to study in their own country
instead of going overseas. “This year our numbers have dropped slightly
again, in part due to the credit crunch,” she adds.
 However, the economic downturn is by no means affecting all 
international student markets and institutions that have been focusing 
on increasing their international marketing have been reaping the 
rewards. Mariann Baker from St Mary’s University College says that
their international offi ce is building a network of agents and strategic

partnerships as a new campaign to actively recruit students from
overseas. “The fi rst signs are extremely encouraging,” she says, “With the
undergraduate intake having doubled from September 07 to September 08.”
 When it comes to recruiting international students, many institutions 
fi nd that developing career-focused courses aimed at the international 
market can prove successful. Cullen says, “Our postgraduate courses in
horticulture are very attractive to international students from Africa and
South Asia who wish to specialise in their chosen fi elds, which have very 
strong employment possibilities in the home regions.” Other popular 
courses include short-term credit courses, which are popular with the US 
market, and those focusing on the transition between English language
learning and higher education. Gemma Calbet from Cardiff College 
International in Cardiff, says, “The most popular [courses] at the moment
are English, Accounting and A-levels. We are in the process of developing 
our International Foundation Programme.”
 International student visas are an issue that institutions are keeping 
a close eye on. The current changes to the system being introduced 
from March are likely to have some effect on enrolments as international 
students will have to prove that they have £9,600 (US$14,035) per year 
for accommodation and maintenance costs. Cullen says that this sum “is
signifi cantly more than we recommend currently”. He adds, “This I believe 
will make the biggest impact on us as most of our students, who often 
apply from developing countries, are very price-sensitive and may look to 
cheaper options in other countries to continue their studies.”
 Calbet adds that there may be problems with the initial set up of the
monitoring and sponsorship system. “We are aware of how the system 
will work in theory, however, no training has taken place yet and [that] is
where questions will appear.”

“International students will have to prove that 
they have UK£9,600 (US$14,035) per year for 

accommodation and maintenance costs”

IELTS is the test that proves people’s English skills 
wherever they go. It is recognised by over 6,000 
institutions worldwide. Whether you are recruiting 
for Australia, UK, USA, Canada, New Zealand or 
beyond, it could be the only English language test 
your applicants need.

Over one million people take the IELTS test
each year. Selecting applicants with the right 
level of English has never been easier.

www.ielts.org

The world speaks IELTS

Writtle College, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3RR 

Tel: 01245 424200 

email:international@writtle.ac.uk 

Full time diploma, undergraduate and 

postgraduate courses in  

• Horticulture 

• Agriculture 

• Landscape and Garden Design 

• Landscape Architecture 

• Interior Design 

• Animal and Equine Science 

• Floristry 

• Business Management 

• Sport and Exercise Performance 

Writtle College is one of the oldest specialist 

colleges in the UK and gives you the 

opportunity to gain high level academic 

qualifications in the green industries.  

Set in a beautiful landscaped village campus, 

we have close transport links to both central 

London and Stansted Airport.  

www.writtle.ac.uk 

Also English Language 

and Study Skills courses 

available from  

April to September  

with entry from IELTS 4.5  

including social 

programme and campus 

accommodation 

Study, learn 
and grow 
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