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Exam preparation in the UK
Exam preparation courses are a necessary part of 
many language learning experiences, especially for 
students going on to higher education. 

Ielts and Toefl  preparation courses are a popular pursuit in the world 
of language travel and with an increasing number of international 
students interested in undergraduate study in the UK, demand for 

such courses is strong in the country. 
 Natalie Dawe from Bell International says that they have 
adapted their exam preparation course provision in order to meet student 
demand. “With increased competition for entry on a UK degree course, 
international students are more aware of the level of English language 
skills they need to enter a British university,” she says. “Our Ielts courses 
have developed from an eight-week course to a four-week course, which 
is more intensive and focused solely on exam preparation.” Dawe also 
notes that the school has introduced an online exam preparation course 
that specifi cally deals with reading skills. “The benefi t is that students 
can access this resource at any time of the day,” she adds.
 Pat O’Donoghue, Principal at the Stafford House School of 
English in Canterbury, also notes that their provision of exam preparation 
courses has increased over the years. “We run Ielts courses every month 
now and have increased the number of hours available from six to 10 
lessons,” he says. Changes to the course are also being planned, as he 
adds, “We consider there to be a market for all-day Ielts preparation 
courses. This is something which will be reviewed each year and perhaps 
will change depending on trends and demand.”
 Anne Stokes from the University of Stirling in Stirling, 
Scotland, says that they have offered Ielts preparation classes for over 
10 years, but relates that they now offer stand-alone exam preparation 
lessons as well as Ielts prep in conjunction with General English. “The 
number of hours per week devoted to Ielts preparation has increased,” 
she relates. “Initially, Ielts preparation classes were offered [only] in 
conjunction with General English. Subject to numbers, we now offer 
discrete [separate] Ielts preparation classes.”
 As well as burgeoning demand from university-bound students,  
according to Susan Stirrup from The King’s School Ely in Cambridgeshire, 
international secondary school students are just as keen to start 
preparing for language profi ciency exams. Stirrup reports that they now 
offer exam preparation classes to year 12 students as well as year 13, 
helping to accommodate those keen to get a head start.   
 Language schools are also positioning themselves to handle 
growing numbers and Paul Johnston, Principal at Regent in Brighton, 
notes that exam preparation courses don’t just attract university-bound 
students. “Often Asian students in particular welcome examination 
preparation programmes as they are goal-focused and follow a highly 
structured course with frequent tests,” he says.
 Some may argue Ielts is the preferred choice among students 
looking to measure their communicative ability but Guido Schillig from 
Anglo-Continental in Bournemouth affi rms that the Toefl  Internet-based 
test (iBT) is still making an impact. “Ielts has defi nitely been the ‘fl avour 
of the month’ and has for a number of years been considered the main 
test of English,” he says. “However, the new and improved Toefl  iBT 
is quickly closing the gap so we expect similar demands for our Toefl  
preparation courses [as for Ielts] in the near future.” 
 In terms of nationality trends, Andy Bungay, Principal at the 
Exeter Academy in Exeter, highlights an interesting diversifi cation of 
nationalities taking the Ielts test. “In the late 90s, the Ielts candidates 
were predominantly Chinese,” he says, “and in recent years there has 
been a very large increase in the number of Middle Eastern students 
needing the exam – this is due to the push for such students to receive a 
British university education.” 
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Courses 
for:

Accommodation 
options:

a advanced  b beginner  bb bed & breakfast  e elementary  h hotel  i intermediate  oc on-campus 
residence p private accommodation req on request  sc self catering  v varies  – information not supplied

Let IELTS prove how good you really are. 
It’s the test that really measures all your 
English skills – listening, writing, reading 
and speaking. 

Thousands of universities and colleges in English 
speaking countries – including the USA – want 
to see your IELTS score. And it’s recognised for 
immigration to Australia, Canada, New Zealand 
and the UK. Trust the test they trust.

Register today
www.ielts.org

The world speaks IELTS

 Bournemouth Anglo Continental 13 � � � 16 i � � � 

 Brighton Regent 52 � � � 16 b � v � 

 Broadstairs Hilderstone College 4 req � � 17 req req  � 

 Canterbury Stafford House School of English 52 � � � 16 i � v � p, sc

 Croydon Royal Russell School 52 �  � 11  –  � �  

 Eastbourne Geos-LTC International College 52 � � � 16 i �  � 

 Ely The King’s School 1 �  � 13 i � �  

 Exeter Exeter Academy 52 � � � 18 e �  � 

 Glasgow Glasgow School of English 11 � � � 16 i  � � 

 Glasgow Live Language req ������ v b �� ��� sc

 London Crest Schools of English 52 � � � 16 i �  � h 

 London Language Link 52 � � � 16 a  –  � � 

 London Hampstead Garden Suburb Inst. 2 � � � 18 i �  � p, bb

 Shrewsbury Severnvale Academy req � � � 20 e �  � h

 Stirling University of Stirling (Celt) 2 � � � 17 i �   oc, sc

 Tunbridge Wells Cicero Languages International 3 � � � 16 i � req � 

 various Bell International 12 � � � 16 i � � � sc

 various St Giles International 4 � � � v  –  � � � h

 York The English Language Centre 52 � � � 16 i �  � 
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50 Russell Terrace,

Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, 

England CV31 1HE

Tel: 00 44 1926 311375  

Fax: 00 44 1926 883750 

Email: enquiries@heartengland.co.uk

The Heart Of England     
  Language School

•  One to One and Small Group   

 (maximum 4 people) courses

•  General English, Business

 English, Examination English

 and English for Schools and 

 Colleges 

•  Courses are available throughout 

 the year. Friendly effi cient

 service. Qualifi ed and 

 experienced teachers. 

•  Welcoming and caring host  

 families.

•  The Heart of England is the 

 ideal place to experience

 Shakespeare’s culture, Britain’s

 industrial heritage, the beautiful

  countryside, sports and much

  more. 

www.heartengland.co.uk

®

 Intensive academic English program all year round

 Innovative project-based curriculum 

 World-class teachers

 At USF, a modern metropolitan university 

 Great electives, including TOEFL, GRE, and GMAT

 High-quality student services 

 Exciting program of after-class activities

 In Tampa, on Florida’s west coast

 Gorgeous weather and beautiful beaches

 Safe, affordable housing

www.eli.usf.edu

To learn more about our incentive program for 
agents, contact Ariadne Miranda at 

amiranda@cas.usf.edu
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