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Work rights in the 
US a possibility

technology, which are in high 
demand by US employers. 
 Unlike those students 
applying for existing student 
visas, applicants of the new visa 
category would not have to prove 
to visa offi cers that they will return 
home after completing their 
course and would also be able to 
apply for a change in status from 
a student visa to a green card – at 
a cost of US$2,000 – once their 
studies were fi nished. 
 Nafsa: Association of 
International Educators, welcomed 
the original legislative proposal 
and highlighted its attempts to 
remove the provision that all 
student visa applicants must prove 
that they have no intent to remain 
in the USA after graduating. A 
statement on their website said, 
“Nafsa has been advocating for 
this type of change for years now, 
saying that it is an arcane law 
that has outlived any usefulness it 
may have had when enacted. Any 
change in the immigrant intent 
requirement is a positive step 
toward recognising the reality of 
a global workforce and improving 

our competitive edge in the 
global market.”
 Other changes would see 
the cap on H1-B visas increase 
from 65,000 to 115,000 a 
year, with an automatic annual 
increase of 20 per cent, raise the 
employment-based (EB) visa cap 
and exempt certain workers with 
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advanced degrees in science, 
technology, engineering or maths 
from visa caps. The immigration 
legislation differs signifi cantly 
from that passed in the House 
of Representatives in December, 
however, and both acts must now 
be debated for the reforms to 
take effect.  

A REPORT BY the Council for 
Industry and Higher Education 
in the UK has found that many 
leading UK businesses look 
favourably on international 
graduates of UK universities when 
recruiting new staff. 
 The report was compiled 
from interviews with the CEOs of 
a range of businesses, including 
Shell, BP, Nissan and HSBC. 
Business leaders believed that 
“the UK develops some of the 
best graduates and research 
in the world”, and the report 
achnowledged that international 
graduates “have often already 
displayed the qualities of drive, 
determination, ambition and 
command of languages that make 
them a self-identifying cadre of 
potential leaders”.
 A number of 
recommendations were also 
included, such as the provision 
of a two-year automatic visa 
and work permit extension to 
international students graduating 
or receiving doctorates or 
equivalent, as well as the removal 
of a requirement for overseas 
graduates to apply for visas from 
their home country if they wish to 
continue studying in the UK.

International 
graduates in 
demand in UK

US student visa reforms, 
which would allow 
international students to 

work off-campus during their 
studies and overseas graduate 
students studying science or 
engineering in the USA to stay 
and work in the country after 
completing their course, moved 
one step closer to becoming 
reality earlier this year after 
the US Senate approved the 
Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform Act in May.
 The act was passed 
after months of debate and 
incorporates legislation likely 
to have a signifi cant effect on 
international students in the 
USA. Important visa reforms 
include a provision enabling 
international undergraduates of 
good academic standing to work 
off-campus for up to 20 hours a 
week during term time and 40 
hours a week during the holidays, 
as well as the creation of an 
F4 visa specifi cally for students 
enrolling on graduate courses 
in areas such as mathematics, 
science, engineering and 

GLOBAL EDUCATION company, 
Study Group, has increased its 
partnerships with universities in 
the UK in line with the ambitions 
of the Prime Minister’s Initiative II 
(see Language Travel Magazine, 
June 2006, page 6).
 The company will now 
operate International Study 
Centres (ISCs) for the University 
of Surrey in Guildford, the 
University of Northumbria 
in Newcastle and Lancaster 
University, in addition to its 

Study Group expands university partnerships
current agreement with the 
University of Sussex in Brighton. 
Nick Rhodes, Head of Strategic 
Development, explained that 
Study Group had been invited to 
offer a range of specialist degree 
preparation courses for overseas 
students at each university. The 
new centres will offer pathways 
in business & management, 
engineering & computing and law 
& social studies. 
 The universities and Study 
Group will continue to market 
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How did Edunova come to 
be established?
Nova Scotia has a large number 
of public and private education 
and training organisations. An 
initial pilot project with our 11 
universities and 13 campus 
community colleges revealed 
that international markets could 
be developed more quickly 
through collaboration. Edunova 
was established to coordinate 
international marketing efforts to 
ensure maximum cooperation 
and to avoid members compet-
ing against each other. 

How many members do 
you have and what mar-
keting activities are you 
involved in?
We have 23 members, including 
universities, English language 
secondary schools, English lan-
guage schools and an independ-
ent boarding school. Activities 
range from international student 
recruitment – trade shows, 
alumni receptions, information 
sessions, agent and counsellor 
tours – to project-related activi-
ties including development bank 
training, international project 
identifi cation, identifi cation of 
local and international partners, 
project writing etc. 

What criteria do you have 
for new members?
Members must be based in 
Nova Scotia and operational for 
at least one year. We look for 
professional accreditation if they 
are a private partner. 

Do you work with interna-
tional education agents?
Most of our members work 
with agents. Edunova introduces 
agents to members and vice 
versa and organises agent train-
ing sessions either in-country or 
here in Nova Scotia. 

Full name: Edunova
Year established: 2005
Organisation’s main role: To 
raise the profi le of Nova Scotia’s 
education and training programmes 
around the world, increasing aware-
ness of the quality and affordability 
of such programmes
Full contact details: Edunova, 
1505 Barrington Street, 15th Floor, 
Suite 1501, PO Box 1532, Halifax, 
NS, B3J 2Y3, Canada
Tel: +1 902 4248274
Fax: +1 9024248134
Email: info@edunova.ca
Web: www.edunova.ca

internationally, on a collaborative 
basis. Rhodes pointed out that 
it was Study Group’s marketing 
reach – with offi ces in 26 
countries – its track record in 
academic preparation and its 
reputation for student welfare that 
encouraged universities to partner 
with them.
 “These collaborative 
partnerships are more relevant 
than ever in today’s increasingly  
competitive global marketplace,” 
commented Rhodes. 

www.hothousemedia.com
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Joined up thinking in 
Dundee, UK
Educational institutions in 
the city of Dundee in the UK 
have come together with lo-
cal business leaders to launch 
a new brochure aimed at 
attracting more international 
students to the city.
 The brochure, a result 
of collaboration between the 
University of Dundee, the 
University of Abertay and 
Dundee College, highlights 
the educational opportunities 
available in the city. 
 Sir Alan Langlands, 
Principal of the University of 
Dundee, said, “The growing 
numbers of international stu-
dents choosing to study here 
confi rms Dundee’s rising 
reputation. The combination 
of a quality academic experi-
ence with an enviable cost of 
living is a potent one.”

Rise in MBA applications
Worldwide interest in MBA 
programmes in destinations 
around the world is show-
ing signs of recovery after 
organisers of the World MBA 
Tour reported that 48,000 
candidates attended its fairs 
last year, an increase of nine 
per cent on the total fi gure 
for the previous year.  
 The GMAC, which runs 
that Graduate Admissions 
Test (Gmat), reported that 
numbers of test takers had 
increased by fi ve per cent in 
each country since August 
last year. Previously, business 
schools had reported a drop 

in admissions of 30 per 
cent in the 18 months until 
August 2004. 
 
Fewer Chinese students
The Chinese Ministry of 
Public Security has released 
fi gures that show that the 
number of Chinese students 
leaving the country to study 
overseas in 2004 declined by 
11.2 per cent compared with 
the previous year. A total of 
107,000 Chinese students 
studied overseas in 2004.
 However, the number 
of Chinese citizens going 
overseas for personal reasons 
continues to increase with 
4,560,500 Chinese people 
applying for a visa to travel 
overseas in 2004.

Canada gets new uni
The University College of 
the Cariboo in Kamloops, 
BC, Canada was given full 
university status this year and 
has been renamed Thomp-
son Rivers University. The 
change in status will result in 
an investment of more than 
CAN$20 million (US$16.6 
million) in new facilities, with 
international developments a 
key part of the agenda.
 The university hopes to 
increase its total enrolment 
to 10,000 – 11,000 full-time 
students by 2009-2010 with 
1,500 international students. 

Australian universities 
gain US accreditation
Deakin University, Monash 
University, the University 
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of New England and the 
University of Southern 
Queensland became the fi rst 
Australian universities to re-
ceive accreditation in the US 
through the Distance Educa-
tion and Training Council 
(DETC) earlier this year. 
 Jacqui Elson-Green, 
General Manager for IDP’s 
global education serv-
ices, said, “Earning DETC 
accreditation is a sign of 
advanced academic quality, 
demonstrated accountability 
and excellence in distance 
education practices.”

Scholarships in Shanghai
The Shanghai Education 
Commission in China has 
announced plans to offer 
government scholarships to 
international postgraduate 
students studying in the 
city this year, with a view to 
including undergraduates in 
the scheme next year.
 Selection for the 
scholarships will be based on 
academic achievements as 
well as records of students’ 
behaviour. The city has set 
up an annual development 
fund with a budget of 20 
million yuan (US$2.4 million) 
to improve the living condi-
tions of foreign students.
 Zhang Minxuan, Vice 
Director at the Commis-
sion said, “The government 
scholarships are a good way 
to promote local education, 
and will encourage more 
foreigners to consider study-
ing in Shanghai.”

A-levels on the way out
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Students choose China
China is becoming an 
increasingly attractive 
proposition for international 
students, according to a 
report in the Shanghai Daily 
newspaper. The article claims 
that 141,087 overseas stu-
dents were studying in China 
last year, an increase of 27 
per cent on last year.
 Of these international 
students, 75 per cent were 
from Asia, with many study-
ing in higher education while 
the smaller numbers of Eu-
ropeans and Americans were 
mainly studying on Chinese 
language courses. 

‘Discriminatory’ exam 
practices challenged
A policy that allows interna-
tional students at the Austral-
ian La Trobe University an 
extra two hours to sit exams 
has led to a formal complaint 
being lodged with the Equal 
Opportunity Commission. 
Local Australian students 
claim that the policy for 
overseas students enrolled 
on a Master of Laws degree 
at the university discrimi-
nates against native English 
language speakers.
 Professor Walker from 
the university said that 
international students had to 
apply for the special consid-
eration, which was awarded 
on a case-by-case basis, and 
was in place to make the 
exam fairer for students from 
countries with a different 
legal system.

Welsh marketing group
An increasing number of 
international students are 
studying at Welsh universi-
ties, according to the Wales 
International Consortium, 
which has seen international 
enrolments to the country 
increase by 22 per cent 
since the group’s inception 
in 2003. Overall, 6,200 
international students studied 
at the 12 higher education 
institutions in Wales this 
year, generating signifi cant 
revenue in tuition fees and 
further investment in the 
local economy.
 The consortium has 
been concentrating on a 
number of recruitment initia-
tives designed to increase the 
number of North American 
and Canadian students 
studying in Wales, such as 
representing members with 
a stand at the Nafsa confer-
ence in Montreal this year.

Travel and study package
Indian travel agency, Parry 
Travels, has developed a 
special “Travel 2 Campus” 
package for students, which 
will provide students with an 
air ticket, student travel insur-
ance and foreign exchange 
that can be paid back over 
12 or 36 months. 
 The package was 
introduced in order to en-
able more Indian students 
to travel overseas for study 
purposes, according to 
Kaushik Banerjee, Head of 
Parry Travels.
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Libyans study in the USA
Seven Libyan students were 
welcomed to Oklahoma 
State University earlier this 
year and became the fi rst 
Libyans to study at a US 
university after the removal 
of sanctions introduced 26 
years ago. The students are 
currently enrolled on English 
language programmes at the 
English Language Institute 
in the Wes Watkins Center 
and will continue on to 
undergraduate and graduate 
programmes at the university.
 President of the univer-
sity, David Schmidly said, 
“We had for many decades 
a very close relationship 
between our university and 
the country of Libya and we 
are absolutely delighted.”

English tests for pilots
The International Civil Avia-
tion Authority Organisation 
(ICAO) has introduced a 
minimum level of English 
that will be required by all 
fl ight crew and pilots by 
2008. All fl ight crew and 
pilots will have to undergo 
English language testing and 
only those reaching level four 
out of six levels of profi ciency 
will be allowed to operate.
 Those reaching level 
four English ability will be 
required to undergo testing 
every three years while those 
with level fi ve skills will have 
to take the test every six 
years and those who achieve 
level six fi rst time will not 
have to take the test again.

Details of the new pre-university 
exam, called the Cambridge Pre-
U, were unveiled at a conference 
earlier this year. The exam has 
been developed by Cambridge 
International Examinations (CIE), 
who last year announced plans to 
launch a post-16 qualifi cation that 
would rival A-levels (see Education 
Travel Magazine, March 2006, 
page 54).
 Students taking the new 
qualifi cation, which is due to be 
offered from September 2008, will 
be required to study three subjects 
over two years and sit fi nal exams 
as well as write an extended essay. 
CIE is developing syllabuses for 
19 different courses and plans to 
make them available to schools  
in October for comment. Many 
schools and universities have 
welcomed the development of a 
new exam, which is expected to 
be more challenging than A-levels 
and a better way of distinguishing 
the most able students. 
 Cath Baldwin from the 
London School of Economics in 
London, commented, “The LSE 
would accept the Cambridge 
Pre-U qualifi cation as suitable for 
admission to its undergraduate 
courses. In particular, LSE would 
welcome the academic rigour 
of the new qualifi cation’s linear 
approach and the retention of 
subject specialism.”
 The traditional A-level exam, 
which is taken by the majority of 
UK and international school age 
students in preparation for entry 
into a UK university, has been 
increasingly criticised in recent 
years and many top independent 

schools have abandoned it 
completely in favour of the 
International Baccalaureate (IB). 
Research by Durham University, 
which tested 200,000 A-level 
students on their ability over 
a number of years, found that 
candidates who would have got an 
F in A-level mathematics in 1988 
would have got a C in 2005.
 The Cambridge Pre-U 
differs from the IB in that it will 
not require students to sit certain 
subjects. Students of the IB 
currently have to select options 
from six required subject groups 
– English, languages, humanities, 
sciences, maths and the arts. The 
number of schools in the UK 
offering the IB increased from 34 
in 2000 to 85 and this fi gure is 
expected to increase to 100 over 
the next year. 

NZ-Omani education deal
The New Zealand Tertiary Educa-
tion Consortium (NZTC) and the 
Omani Minister of Higher Educa-
tion signed a contract in May 
for a fi ve-year deal that will have 
New Zealand education institu-
tions providing course content to 
Omani institutions.
 NZTC members will provide 
content for several business and 
IT degrees as well as English 
language courses. New Zealand 
Tertiary Education Minister, 
Michael Cullen, said, “Individual 
institutions have previously had 
off-shore contracts, but this is 
the fi rst time a New Zealand 
consortium has been formed. This 
project would have been too big 
for any one of our institutions.”

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Email: international_students@richmond.sd38.bc.ca

http://www.hothousemedia.com/ltm/ltmbackissues/sept06web/sd38.htm
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