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student living costs. In the previous research, the ELT sector was 
estimated to be worth UK£1.3 billion (US$2.6 billion), revealing 
that the value of the sector has declined by 15 per cent in two years. 
As student numbers have increased during the same period, the 
decline is put down to a lower average length of stay per student.
 Diana Lowe of ABLS said, “There certainly seems to be a shift in 
the market towards shorter courses which could be as a result of the 
cost of living [here].” However, Tony Millns of English UK said that 
their own statistics did not support the fi ndings, given that student 
weeks had increased by 42 per cent across member schools from 
2001/02 to 2003/04. “Especially since we provided Dr Lenton 
[report author] with base statistics, it is a pity she did not check her 
surprising conclusion with us before publishing it,” he said. 

Value of ELT to UK declines, says British Council

The annual World Youth and Student 
Travel Conference (Wystc) took place 
in Istanbul, Turkey, in October this year 

and received praise from attendees. Over 
820 delegates attended the event and rep-
resented language schools, agents, tourism 
bodies, student travel operators and many 
others from the student travel world.
 From a language travel perspective, at-
tendees commented that the event gave 
them access to a wide range of agencies 
in the country. David Niland from Galway 
Cultural Institute in Ireland said there were “a number of Turkish 
agents present that we wouldn’t have been exposed to before” and 
Roberto Russo of UK-based Ardmore Group added, “We’ve had 
lots of appointments with agents who are diffi cult to reach.” 
 As well as trading days, the conference featured a series of semi-
nars on topics such as climate change and sustainable travel, next 

generation web technology and visa policy. 
And in recognition of one of the travel 
industry’s key themes at present, Wystc 
organisers offered delegates the opportunity 
to take up a carbon offset travel option.
 The networking events were also well 
received by attendees with a full timetable 
of social evenings on offer. The opening 
reception featured a show by a trio of Sufi  
Dervishes before a speech by the Director 
of the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism, who emphasised the importance of 

Turkey as a developing market in this travel sector. 
 Wystc Director, Susan Goldstein, announced the venue next 
year is New York. She said, “Wystc recognises the renewed com-
mitment of the USA to the youth student and educational travel 
industry. New York has long been a gateway for international travel-
lers and Brooklyn in particular is a wonderfully symbolic venue.”

The Alphe Korea Workshop

Date: December 3-5
Venue: Seoul, Korea
Email: jane@hothousemedia.com
Web: www.hothousemedia.com
                   

The ICEF Americas Workshop

Date: December 9-11 
Venue: Miami, USA
Email: info@icef.com
Web: www.icef.com

Fitur 2008

Date: January 30 - Feb 3, 2008
Venue: Madrid, Spain
Emai: lfi tur@ifema.es
Web: www.fi tur.ifema.es 

The ICEF Middle East Workshop

Date: February 3-5, 2008
Venue: Dubai
Email: info@icef.com
Web: www.icef.com

Expolangues

Date: February 6-9, 2008
Venue: Paris, France
Email: expolangues@letudiant.fr
Web: www.expolangues.fr

The Partnership Workshop, Brazil

Date: February 28-29 2008
Venue: Sao Paulo, Brazil
Email: brendan@bmimedia.net
Web: www.csglobal.net / 
www.bmimedia.net

Salao do Estudante

Date: March 1-13 2008
Venue: São Paulo, Salvador, Rio, P 
Alegre, Floripo, Curitiba, Brazil 
Email: brendan@bmimedia.net
Web: www.csglobal.net / 
www.bmimedia.net

Expo Brazil Roadshow

Date: March 1- 14 2008
Venue: various, Brazil
Email: j.demer@fppmedia.com
Web: www.fppmedia.com
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Wystc wows 
delegates in Turkey

INCREASING numbers of Korean parents are sending their chil-
dren overseas to study English, according to a new survey released 
by the Korean Educational Development Institute. A total of 
29,511 elementary, middle and high school students went overseas 
to study between March 2006 and February 2007, an increase of 
44.6 per cent on the previous year.
 The greatest increase was in the number of elementary (prima-
ry) school students travelling overseas, up 69.5 per cent to 13,814. 
The number of middle school students increased by 38.6 per cent, 
while high school student numbers grew by 15.5 per cent.
 MinJoo Lee from Cony Overseas Educational Center in Korea 
confi rmed that at his study abroad agency, an increasing number 

Korean students getting younger

of enquiries from younger stu-
dents are being received. “To 
get good English ability, there is 
no choice but to learn abroad 
with foreign students and peo-
ple,” he said.
 The number of Korean 
adults studying overseas for 
academic or language learn-
ing purposes also increased 
in 2007 to 217,959, up from 
190,364 the year before. 

THE VALUE of the education export industry in the UK was es-
timated to be just under UK£28 billion (US$57 billion) in 2003/
2004, with the ELT sector accounting for UK£1.1 billion (US$2.2 
billion), according to the latest British Council report. While signifi -
cant, the ELT sector’s share has declined on the previous survey.
 The report, Global Value: The Value of UK Education and Training 
Exports, is an update on a previous report published in 2004, which 
focused on the value of education and training exports in the UK 
in the 2001-2002 academic year. The report takes into account 
the tuition fees and living expenses paid by students as well as the 
export of consultancy services, training services and sales of educa-
tional services. A total of UK£643.2 million (US$1,310 million) was 
spent on ELT tuition fees in 2003-04 with the remainder spent on 

This years Wystc was held in Istanbul
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New focus on language skills 
for immigrants 
VARIOUS countries around 
the world are moving to ensure 
English language ability is tested 
as part of migration regulations. 
Immigrants moving to Australia 
will be assessed on their Eng-
lish skills from early in 2008, 
while Ireland is also consider-
ing introducing a compulsory 
English test for immigrants, and 
the UK has announced plans to 
extend current language rules 
for highly skilled migrants so 
that all migrants must prove a 
competence in the language. 
 The Australian Minister for 
Immigration and Citizenship, 
Kevin Andrews, announced in 
a speech earlier this year that, 
as well as making potential 
immigrants sit a citizenship 
test, the government would re-
quire applicants to prove their 
potential to integrate into the 
wider community.
 He said, “Factors taken into 
account in making an assess-

ment include an applicant’s adaptability and resourcefulness; their 
knowledge of Australia and their expectations about living in Aus-
tralia; and their attitude towards learning English and their English 
language skills.” The new requirements regarding language skills are 
expected to be introduced in February “as soon as the relevant 
department offi cers both in Australia and overseas have received 
appropriate training”, said Andrews.
 The Irish Minister of State, Conor Lenihan, said that he had 
commissioned a report into the issue of language testing for mi-
grants wanting to live in Ireland, which would be due out next year. 
“We are looking at going down the road of compulsory tests for mi-
grants who want to become residents here,” he said. The Immigrant 
Council for Ireland has called on the Irish government to invest in 
a national programme of English language courses for migrants and 
set up a special unit within the Department of Education and Sci-
ence to deal with the issue.
 In the UK, Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith, revealed in Septem-
ber that language profi ciency testing for all migrants from outside of 
the European Union is on the cards, either through an internation-
ally-recognised test or by proof of a degree taught in the English 
language. “Those who we welcome into the UK to work and settle 
here need to understand our traditions and feel that they are part of 
our shared national culture. They need to integrate into our coun-
try, learn English and use our language,” she said.
 Government sources were quoted in the national press indicat-
ing that 35,000 of the 95,000 skilled migrant workers who arrived 
in the UK last year would have failed an English test.

ACTING IN response to agent 
and student demand for tuition 
in different languages and in 
more exotic locations, language 
school chain Sprachcaffe is to 
open its fi rst Arabic language 
school in Morocco in January. 
 Albert Sarno from Sprach-
caffe told Language Travel 
Magazine, “We wouldn’t have 
decided to open a school if we 
hadn’t realised a huge demand 
for Arabic courses,” adding, “As 
with most of the operators in 
this industry, we work for a 
world without linguistic barri-
ers. This mission will be com-
pleted if our guests [are able] 
to understand the Arabic world 
and make local friends.”
 The school is situated in 
Rabat and will offer standard, 
intensive, one-to-one and aca-
demic courses for students, as 

Sprachcaffe opens school 
in Morocco

                        1xUS$ =currency*

Argentinean    Pesos          3.151
Australian        Dollar         1.119
Brazilian          Real            1.817
British              Pound        0.491
Bulgarian         Leva           1.393
Canadian        Dollar          0.988
Chilean            Pesos        499.45
Chinese (PR)  Yuan RMB  7.514
Czech              Koruny        19.56
Danish            Kroner         5.309 
Egyptian          Pound         5.550
EU                   Euro            0.712
Hong Kong      Dollar         7.759
Hungarian       Forint        178.45
Icelandic         Kronur       60.837
Indonesian      Rupiah   9,117.87
Israeli               New Shekels 4.045
Japanese        Yen            117.33
Malaysian       Ringgit       3.398
Maltese           Lira             0.303
Mexican          Peso          10.846 
New Zealand    Dollar         1.315
Norwegian      Kroner         5.492
Polish              Zloty            2.676
Russian           Rubles      25.057
Singaporean    Dollar          1.472
Slovakian         Koruny      23.923
South African  Rand          6.879
South Korean   Won          918.45
Swedish          Kronor         6.532
Swiss              Franc          1.187
Taiwanese        NT Dollar   32.615
Thai                 Baht          31.350
Turkish             New Lira     1.191 
Venezuelan     Bolivar      2,147.3

*Rates are subject to change and should be used 
as in di ca tions only. 09/10/07.
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British Boarding Schools 

Workshop

Date: March 7-9 2008
Venue: Windsor, Berkshire, UK
Email: Suzanne@
britishboardingschools.co.uk
Web: 
www.britishboardingschools.co.uk

The Alphe Asia Workshop

Date: March 17-19, 2008
Venue: Bangkok, Thailand
Email: jane@hothousemedia.com
Web: www.hothousemedia.com 

The Alphe Latin America 

Workshop

Date: March 26-28, 2008
Venue: Sao Paulo, Brazil
Email: jane@hothousemedia.com
Web: www.hothousemedia.com
                   

Work Experience Travel Market

Date: March 26-28, 2008
Venue: The Hague, Netherlands
Email: mailbox@wetm-iac.org
Web: www.wetm-iac.org

Ukrainian International 

Education Fair

Date: April 4-6 2008
Venue: Donetsk, Kharkov, Kiev 
- Ukraine
Email: veronika@dteducation.com
Web: www.dteducation.com/en/fair

International Language and Study 

Abroad Fair

Date: April 5-6 2008
Venue: St P’burg, Moscow - Russia
Email: iciep@aha.ru
Web: www.iciep.ru

MEI~Relsa Agent Workshop 
Date: April 12 2008
Venue: Galway, Ireland
Email: info@mei.ie
Web: www.mei.ie

Ialc Agents’ Workshop

Date: April 24-27 2008
Venue: Munich, Germany
Email: info@ialc.org
Web: www.ialc.org

StudyWorld 2008

Date: April 25-26 2008
Venue: Berlin, Germany
Email: beate.kleessen@icwe.net
Web: www.icwe.net

Australian New Zealand Agent 

Workshop

Date: May 5-7 2008
Venue: Sydney, Australia
Email: info@anzaworkshop.com
Web: www.anzaworkshop.com

well as some language courses 
for local students. Sarno said 
it would also be able to meet 
clients’ special requirements.
 So far, agent interest has 
been good, he added. “Our 
marketing is mostly agent-
oriented, and we can confi rm 
that most of our worldwide 
partners will include this 
destination in their annual 
brochures,” he said. 

The latest language travel desti-
nation is in Rabat

LANGUAGE SCHOOLS in Malta are worried that students from 
a number of key markets will fi nd it harder to get a visa after the 
country’s accession to the Schengen zone.
 Malta is one of nine countries that will join the existing 15 
members in the Schengen area, which allows free travel between 
borders, in December. The Schengen agreement requires member 
countries to impose strict regulations on other nationalities enter-
ing the Schengen zone, although once in the area visitors and local 
people can move freely across borders without passports. Current 
Schengen states in Western Europe (not the UK or Ireland) are 
admitting Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Lativa, 
Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia as well as Malta. 
 Students from Russia, and other countries not on a list of ap-
proved countries, will now have to apply for a Schengen visa at a 
Maltese embassy in person and will not be able to have their ap-
plication processed by an agency or obtain their visa on arrival in 
Malta, as previously. If no Maltese embassy exists, as in Serbia, ap-
plicants must visit an embassy of a country that has an agreement 
with Malta. Dominic Calleja from Chamber College in Gzira said, 
“There is a lot of concern and 
uncertainty at the moment. It is 
really a matter of ‘wait and see’ 
because the real effects cannot 
be seen for the time being.”

Schengen visa could 
cause problems in Malta 
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