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Enforced regulation
for UK schools

migration into the UK, the UK

government has turned its at-
tention to the English language
teaching (ELT) industry, announc-
ing closer scrutiny of language
schools and plans to issue student
visas for genuine schools only.

A list of schools will be set up
by the end of the year comprising
accredited schools and those that
the Immigration and Nationality
Directorate (IND) has checked
and found to be genuine. This
process is currently ongoing.

A Home Office spokesperson
said, “An institution that is either
unknown to IND or who is not
accredited will be vetted and if
satisfactory, will be included on
the list of genuine [schools].”

From next year, student visas
will only be issued for schools on
this list. The Home Office has also
revealed plans to enforce accredi-
tation among all ELT schools in
the future. Although details were
still being considered at the time
of going to press, such a strategy
is thought likely to be in place by
early 2009, although initial an-
nouncements suggested such a
scheme by the end of the year.

At present however, the Home
Office has confirmed that it
knows of the accreditation
schemes managed by the British

| n its bid to stamp out illegal im-

Council and English UK — Eng-
lish in Britain Accreditation — the
Association of British Language
Schools (ABLS) and the British
Accreditation Council (BAC).

Home Secretary, David
Blunkett, said international edu-
cation was one of the avenues
used by visa abusers. “We cannot
and should not shut the door to
workers, investors, genuine stu-
dents, relatives and friends from
other countries. But we must...
strive to ensure that our immigra-
tion system is robust,” he said.

A number of newspaper
exposés into language schools
offering to accept students regard-
less of whether they attended
classes or not, as well as high-pro-
file reporting of the collapse of
Evendine College, may have in-
fluenced the government to act. It
commissioned the British Coun-
cil to produce a report into current
regulation of the industry in order
to assess any risks to students and
to the UK’s reputation.

Findings included the obser-
vation that less than half of UK
schools are currently accredited;
that there are no specific legal re-
quirements to operate a private
ELT school; minors coming to
study English in Britain need
regulation to protect them; more
could be done to publicise the

voluntary English in Britain ac-
creditation scheme; and other
countries, namely Australia, have
comprehensive regulations in-
volving immigration services.

As well as the move towards
a list of genuine — and eventually,
accredited schools — consultation
will also take place about how
best to notify the Home Office
when students fail to turn up to
class. More risk assesssment units
in embassies to improve intelli-
gence about possble visa fraud or
abuse are also promised.

Deputy Director-General of
the British Council, Robin Baker,
welcomed the new measures.
“The UK has a unique reputation
throughout the world as a quality
provider of English language
teaching. It cannot afford to jeop-
ardise this reputation, nor can it
ignore the risks posed by disrepu-
table providers,” he said.

At English UK, which is en-
couraging ELT schools to join the
association, Chief Executive,
Tony Millns, added, “There is a
growing recognition among the
non-accredited [sector] that the
current position is unsustainable
and that schools will have to
achieve accreditation.”

The Education Department is
also expected to make a statement
soon about ELT regulation.  [J

1xUS$ =currency*
Argentinean  Pesos 2.889
Australian Dollar 1.437
Brazilian Real 3.120
British Pound 0.563
Bulgarian Leva 1.648
Canadian Dollar 1.387
Chilean Pesos 632.20
Chinese (PR) Yuan 8.282
Czech Koruny 26.93
Danish Kroner 6.249
Egyptian Pound 6.180
EU Euro 0.840
Hong Kong Dollar 7.799
Hungarian Forint 213.85
Icelandic Kronur 73.853
Indonesian Rupiah  8,950.9
Israeli New Shekels4.614
Japanese Yen 113.23
Maltese Lira 0.358
Mexican Peso 11.624
New Zealand Dollar 1.638
Norwegian Kroner 6.878
Polish Zloty 4.008
Russian Rubles 29.076
Singaporean  Dollar 1.721
Slovakian Koruny  33.770
South African Rand 6.828
South Korean Won 1,183.5
Swedish Kronor 7.692
Swiss Franc 1.290
Taiwanese NT Dollar 33.334
Thai Baht 40.440
Turkish Lira 1,535,998.7
Venezuelan Bolivar 1,936.2
*Rates are subject to change and should be used
as indications only. 12/05/04

Alberta, Canada imposes
second language rule

ALL STUDENTS in grades four
to nine in the Alberta school sys-
tem in Canada will be required to
study a second language by 2011,
it has been announced. The prov-
ince’s Learning Minister, Lyle
Oberg, said the new rule would be
phased in from 2006, one grade at
a time, from grade four upwards.
Schools in the province are
free to choose which languages to
offer, although Alberta Learning
is developing resources for Cree,
French, German, Japanese, Man-
darin, Spanish and Ukrainian.
“Schools may choose to offer
[courses] developed by Alberta
Learning, or they may opt to teach
locally developed language
courses, based on their communi-
ties’ needs,” said Oberg. O

New Zealand backtracks over levy increase

THE PRIVATE English language
teaching (ELT) industry in New
Zealand is rejoicing after the gov-
ernment has reneged on its
decision to make private ELT pro-
viders pay an increased levy to
cover the costs of the money paid
out to students last year when two
prominent private language
schools collapsed and left stu-
dents without accommodation.

The Modern Age Institute of
Learning and Carich Training
Centre were the two high profile
school closures, although other
schools also suffered last year as
student numbers dried up (see
Language Travel Magazine, July/
November 2003, page 4).

When the government ini-
tially stepped in to bail out

students who were left without
money for new accommodation —
other schools accepted them in
classes — Education Minister
Trevor Mallard said, “It is my in-
tention to shift the levy which
these language schools pay.. so it
will cover these costs.” The indus-
try reacted with outrage, claiming
they should not be punished for
the mistakes of other providers.

It was this opposition that
seems to have shifted the mindset
of Mallard, who announced his
intention in April to remove a
clause stipulating an increase
from 0.45 per cent of fee income
to 0.7 per cent of fee income for
private providers only.

“Sector representatives had
wanted more time to adjust to any

possible increase in the levy to
ensure their viability during a
time of market downturn,” he
said. “They also expressed con-
cern about being accountable for
the business decisions of particu-
lar providers.”

The industry applauded the
decision. “Removing [the clause]
from the education (export educa-
tion levy) amendment bill ensures
that private providers are on a
level playing field with the pub-
lic sector,” said Sandra McKersey,
President of the Association of
Private Providers of English Lan-
guage (Appel).

Robert Stevens, Chief Execu-
tive of Education New Zealand
(EdNZ), which had made strong
representations to government

Language Travel Magazine, July 2004



English UK becomes a reality

Charles Harrison, Chairperson of Arels, ushers in the new association

ENGLISH UK, the new national
UK industry association encom-
passing state sector and private
English language teaching institu-
tions, has been officially launched
at a national conference.

Tony Millns, Chief Executive
of English UK, told delegates,
“Our vision is to be the world’s
leading language travel associa-
tion.” The association has over
330 members who joined from
now-defunct Arels and Baselt.

More members are expected
because of new government rules
on accreditation (see left) and

about the proposal, added, “We
are absolutely delighted with the
Minister’s announcement. [It had]
loaded the legislative gun. Thanks
to the effective advocacy of EANZ,
it has not pulled the trigger.”

In February, Mallard an-
nounced a NZ$3.2 million (US$2
million) programme of research,
quality assurance, promotion and
professional development for the
export education sector, to be
funded by the levy. “The industry
is a hugely important industry to
New Zealand, worth around
NZ$1.7 billion (US$1 billion) a
year,” he said.

In April, he also handed over
management of the levy to EANZ.
Stevens praised the move to allow
the industry to “self-direct”. [J

Language Travel Magazine, July 2004

Simon Freeman, Deputy Chief
Executive (Professional Services)
said the association was seeing
high levels of interest in its ac-
creditation consultancy service.
Announcing services planned
for the future, Freeman spoke of
plans for a possible agent certifi-
cation scheme as well as
international accreditation.
Richard Truscott, Deputy
Chief Executive (Business Serv-
ices), responsible for marketing
and recruitment, also outlined to
members a marketing plan until
the end of 2005, incorporating
inward and outward missions,
joint activities with the British
Council and remote promotion.
Countries targeted include
Kazhakstan, Libya, Poland, Bra-
zil, Mexico, Vietnam, Taiwan,
Russia and Korea. English UK
aims to provide a strong profile in
these markets to accompany
members’ marketing initiatives.
Working with agents is a key fo-
cus of English UK, added Millns.
Truscott commented that the
focus of the new association was
on spreading the message of qual-
ity provision and value for money.
“We want the UK to be the first-
choice student destination, with
quality as a cornerstone to our
appeal,” he said, adding that the
crackdown on bogus school op-
erations in the new government
regulations “will dovetail very
nicely with the message that we
are trying to put out”. O
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The 13th New Zealand
Int. Education
Conference

19-20 August

Auckland, New Zealand
Education New Zealand
Level 4, Dalmuir House

114 The Terrace

Wellington, New Zealand
+64 44720788

+64 44712828
enquiry@educationnz.org.nz

The Alphe UK Workshop
27-29 August

London, UK

Hothouse Media

11-15 Emerald Street
London, WC1N 3QL, UK

+44 20 7440 4027

+44 20 7440 4033
jane@hothousemedia.com

International

L & Ed tion
UK Fair

31 August - 2 September
Brighton, UK

Annie Wright, Arels

56 Buckingham Gate
London, SW1E 6AG, UK
+44 20 78029200

+44 20 78029201
annie@arels.org.uk

Language Parade

3-5 September

Budapest, Hungary
LingVisit, PO Box 435,
Budapest 62, 1395, Hungary
+36 1269 5489

+36 1302 2863
lingvisit@lingvisit.hu

The Americas Workshop
10-12 September

Orlando, USA

Andreas Marks,

ICEF, Am Hofgarten 9

Bonn, 53113, Germany

+49 228 201190

+49 228 2011944
icefbonn@icef.com

WYSTC 2004
12-18 September
Madrid, Spain
Katarina Stattin
WYSTC Secretariat
Bredgade 25H
Copenhagen, DK-1260,
Denmark

+45 333 39600
+45 339 35646
ks@wystc.org

16th Annual Conference
of the EAIE

15-18 September
Torino, Italy

Janny Van Wik, EAIE
PO Box 11189
Amsterdam GD, 1001
The Netherlands

+31 205 254999

+31 205 254998
eaie@eaie.nl

International
Educational Fair
21 September

Busan, Korea

Mansuk Bae, KAMC
422-30 Jangjeon 3 - Dong
Geumjeong-Gu, Pusan
609-840, Korea

+82 51517 7340

+82 51517 7341
kamc@korea.com

VI Fedele Annual
Meeting

30 September - 3 October
La Corufa, Spain

Astrid Verlot,

Fedele, c/o CN 340,

Km 189,6, Marbella,
(Malaga), 29600, Spain
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Expo Estudiante

23 -30 September
Monterrey, Guadalajara,
Merida, Mexico City — Mexico
2-3 October

Panama City, Panama

6-7 October

Lima, Peru

9-12 October

Bogota, Cali — Colombia
Rupert Merrick, C&S Assoc.
Alameda Santos, 1470

Sao Paolo, Brazil

+55 11 2896599

+55 11 2510251
rupertmerrick@
csassociadas.com.br

Scope on the Globe
13-16 October

Utrecht, Netherlands

Janine Bekker,

Aromedia,

Postbus 58202

Amsterdam, 1040, Netherlands
+31 206 646127

+31 206 646168
scope@aromedia.nl

The Asia Workshop
18-20 October
Shanghai, China

ICEF (as above)

International Education
Fairs of Turkey

20-24 October

Ankara, Izmir, Istanbul —
Turkey

Global Visions Education
Receppasa Cad., Imren Apt
No:15/6, Kat:1, Istanbul
34437, Turkey

+90 212 361 6825

+90 212 361 0538
info@ieft.net

Expolingua Portugal
21-23 October

Lisbon, Portugal

Goncalo Borges de Sousa
Expolingua Portugal

Rua da Esperanca, 4 - 2
Lisbon, 1200-657, Portugal
+351 213 966089

+351 213 966223
info@expolingua.pt

The Alphe China
Workshop

21-23 October
Shanghai, China
Hothouse Media
(as above)

The Alphe Asia
Workshop
25-27 October
Phuket, Thailand
Hothouse Media
(as above)

Nexus World of Study
Education/
Postgraduate/MBA Fairs
23-24 October

Beijing, China

26 October

Shanghai, China

28 October

Hong Kong

30-31 October

Singapore

Jason Newman

Nexus Media, Nexus House
Azalea Drive, Swanley,
Kent, BR8 8HU, UK

+44 1322 660070

+44 1322 616323

Email:jason.newman@nexusmedia.com
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The Berlin Workshop
7-9 November

Berlin, Germany

ICEF (as above)




