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INTERNATIONAL education earnt NZ$2.1 billion (US$1.4 bil-
lion) for New Zealand businesses in 2003/2004, according to 
fi gures released by Education New Zealand (EdNZ). This is just 
below the NZ$2.2 billion (US$1.5 billion) of the previous year. 
Given declines in international student arrivals, however, EdNZ is 
helping institutions expand their business off-shore, via the Export 
Education Innovation Programme (EEIP). Institutions are able to 
bid for grants to fund business expansion models, such as partner-
ing with overseas institutions in cooperative ventures. 
 “The potential for offshore expansion is enormous,” said Stuart 
Boag at EdNZ. “The challenge of taking up opportunities offshore 
is more about investment, risk management and practical imple-
mentation than about whether we have something to offer.”
 In Australia, Education Minister, Brendan Nelson, has also an-
nounced measures to enhance the Australian offshore education 
product. He pledged AUS$590,000 (US$450,000) to the Austral-
ian Universities Quality Agency (AUQA) to reimburse the cost of 
quality audits off-shore. He also promised increased debate on 

Australasia builds off-shore business

The Alphe UK Workshop

Date: 26-28 August 
Venue: London, UK
Email: jane@hothousemedia.com
Web: www.hothousemedia.com

International Languages & 

Education UK Fair

Date: 30 August - 1 Sep 
Venue: Brighton, UK
Email: fair@englishuk.com
Web: www.englishuk.com

Latin America Road Show

Date: 3 September
Venue: Buenos Aires, Argentina
Date: 6 September  
Venue: Lima, Peru
Email: j.demer@fppmedia.com
Web: www.fppmedia.com

Brazil Road Show

Date: 10-11 September 
Venue: Sao Paulo, Brazil
Date: 13 September
Venue: Florianopolis, Brazil 
Date: 16 September 

Venue: Porto Alegre, Brazil
Date: 18 September 
Venue: Curitiba, Brazil
Email: j.demer@fppmedia.com
Web: www.fppmedia.com

17th Annual Conference of 

the EAIE

Date: 14-17 September 
Venue: Krakow, Poland
Email: eaie@eaie.nl
Web: www.eaie.nl

International Educational Fair

Date: 27 September
Venue: Busan, Korea
Email: kamc@korea.com
Web: www.kamc.com/fair.htm

Fedele Annual Meeting

Date: 30 September - 2 October
Venue: Valladolid, Spain
Email: info@fedelespain.com
Web: www.fedelespain.com
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Work rights extended in 
New Zealand

part-time, as well as on-campus, as a 
trial programme has been rolled out across the country. In addition, 
graduating students in some areas will now be eligible for work for 
two years rather than one upon graduation (see page 38). 
 “We have been listening to our stakeholders and are certain 
that these initiatives will help increase the global competitiveness of 
Canada,” said Joe Volpe, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration. 
However, as the new ruling does not affect short term students 
with lower English levels, “this doesn’t mean anything for the lan-
guage training sector”, said Valerie Richmond at Capls. She added, 
“Capls has been working with [relevant bodies] to expand the ini-
tiative to include the language training sector and we are hopeful 
that this will be addressed in the near future.”

news

Certain English language students in New Zealand will 
now be able to work part-time, in line with many 
other English-speaking study destinations. 

 An immigration policy review by the New Zealand gov-
ernment has resulted in the decision to permit international 
students graduating from certain subjects a six-month open 
work permit, while English language students with a Toefl  
score of 5.0 or above, studying for more than six months, 
and secondary school students in years 12 or 13, with ap-
propriate permission, can now also work part-time for up to 
20 hours per week. 
 Previously, only tertiary students had been able to work 
for up to 15 hours per week – this rule has also been re-
vised up to 20 hours per week. “The changes in policy will 
allow New Zealand to compete far more effectively and 
allow NZ to better reap the benefi ts of having international students 
here,” said Stuart Boag at Education New Zealand. 
 In addition, the right to work full-time in the long Christmas 
holiday period is offered to any student enrolled in a course of 12 
months or more in duration, while eligible graduating students (who 
would gain points in the Skilled Migrant category), who fi nd work 
using their open work permit, can also apply for a post-study two-
year work permit. These changes come into effect on 4 July.
 Immigration Minister, Paul Swain said, “The changes better align 
policy with the government’s international education strategy as 
well as making sure New Zealand remains competitive in the global 
market for students.” 

how to ensure quality in the 
sector through a discussion 
paper, A National Quality Strat-
egy for Australian Transnational 
Education and Training. 
 “Each year, more than 
100,000 international students 
are enrolled offshore in cours-
es offered by Australian institu-
tions,” said Nelson. “Last year, 
income through tuition fees 
for these courses contributed 
more than AUS$374 million 
(US$285 million) in revenue. 
It is estimated that by 2012, 
income from offshore courses 
will exceed AUS$1.5 billion 
(US$1.1 billion) a year.” 

Some English language students 
can now work 20 hours per week



Language Travel Magazine 7

Sevis has teething troubles

SEVIS – the Internet-based stu-
dent tracking system that was 
introduced in 2004 – is im-
proving in effi ciency but some 
problems still remain, accord-
ing to a report from the USA’s 
Government Accountability 
Offi ce (GAO). 
 One main stumbling block 
is the fact that institutional 
personnel are currently un-
able to make changes to a 
student’s record, but have to 
ask federal authorities to make 
any amendments, which can 
slow down the information 
process and ultimately delay a 
student’s ability to travel.
 Victor Cerda, from the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-

rity, said his department was 
keen to improve Sevis further 
and allow college staff to be 
able to make some changes. 
 “Indications are that Sevis 
performance has improved 
and continues to improve,” 
said Randolph Hite at the 
GAO, which prepared the 
report for a congressional 
hearing about Sevis. 
 Help-desk problems were 
noted as causing possible 
delays for students but the 
well-documented decline in 
international students was at-
tributed to changing visa poli-
cies and competition, rather 
than Sevis issues, according to 
the govexec.com website. 

A NEW commission has been 
formed in the USA to encour-
age more American students to 
study abroad. The Commission 
on the Abraham Lincoln Study 
Abroad Fellowship Programme 
hopes to lessen the fi nancial 
burden of studying abroad to 
encourage more students to 
apply, although no details of 

USA pushes study abroad to US students

funding had been decided at the time of going to press. Chairper-
son of the commission, Peter McPherson, is the former president 
of Michigan State University, where two-thirds of senior students 
are said to study overseas, well above the national average. “Study 
abroad must be a central part of the curriculum and we can and 
must make it affordable,” said McPherson.
 An article published in the Chronicle of Higher Education earlier 
this year revealed that 65 per cent of students and 58 per cent 
of parents surveyed actually overestimated the cost of studying 
abroad by 25 per cent. 

                        1xUS$ =currency*

Argentinean     Pesos         2.896
Australian        Dollar         1.311
Brazilian          Real           2.473
British             Pound         0.539
Bulgarian         Leva            1.547
Canadian        Dollar          1.262
Chilean            Pesos       577.40
Chinese (PR)  Yuan RMB  8.276
Czech              Koruny        23.77
Danish            Kroner         5.886
Egyptian          Pound         5.798
EU                   Euro            0.790
Hong Kong      Dollar         7.798
Hungarian       Forint        198.50
Icelandic          Kronur         66.66
Indonesian      Rupiah     9,466.2
Israeli               New Shekels4.380
Japanese        Yen            107.13
Maltese           Lira             0.339
Mexican          Peso          11.025
New Zealand    Dollar         1.401
Norwegian      Kroner         6.396
Polish              Zloty            3.311
Russian           Rubles      27.965
Singaporean    Dollar          1.657
Slovakian         Koruny        30.80
South African  Rand          6.309
South Korean   Won          997.7
Swedish          Kronor         7.285
Swiss              Franc          1.221
Taiwanese        NT Dollar   31.313
Thai                 Baht          39.565
Turkish             Lira   1,374,000.0
Venezuelan     Bolivar      2,147.3

*Rates are subject to change and should be used as 
in di ca tions only. 13/05/2005

Currency

Expo Estudiante

Date: 1-2 October
Venue: Lima, Peru
Date: 4 October 
Venue: Cartagena, Colombia
Date: 6 October  
Venue: Cali, Colombia
Date: 8-9 October  
Venue: Bogota, Colombia
Date: 11-12 October  
Venue: Panama City, Panama
Email: rupert@csglobal.net
Web: www.csglobal.net 

Scope on the Globe

Date: 5-8 October 
Venue:Utrecht, Netherlands
Email: scope@aromedia.nl
Web: www.scopeontheglobe.com

WYSTC 2005

Date: 10-16 October 
Venue: Toronto, Canada
Email: ks@wystc.org
Web: www.wystc.org

International Education Fairs 

of Turkey

Date: 18-23 October
Venue: Ankara, Izmir, Istanbul 
- Turkey
Email: info@ieft.net
Web: www.ieft.net

The Icef Asia Workshop

Date: 17-19 October 
Venue: Shanghai, China
Email: info@icef.com
Web: www.icef.com

The Alphe Russia Workshop

Date: 1-3 November 
Venue: St Petersburg, Russia
Email: jane@hothousemedia.com
Web: www.hothousemedia.com

Expolingua Praha

Date: 11-12 November 
Venue: Prague, Czech Republic
Email: prague@expolingua.com
Web: www.expolingua.cz

The Icef Berlin Workshop

Date: 13-15 November 
Venue: Berlin, Germany
Email: info@icef.com
Web: www.icef.com

Expolingua Berlin

Date: 18-20 November
Venue: Berlin, Germany
Email: info@expolingua.com
Web: www.expolingua.com

A NUMBER of Canadian government departments have been 
working together to produce a comprehensive web portal for 
students interested in studying in Canada. The “Study in Canada” 
portal, which is not, in fact, a website because it will only be acces-
sible via other relevant websites, is currently being trialled at four 
Canadian embassies worldwide. 
 “[‘Study in Canada’] is very well received and many other 
Canadian embassies are clamouring to obtain the portal as soon as 
possible,” related Jean-Philippe Tachdjian at the Education Market-
ing Group of International Trade Canada, which is one of the gov-
ernment departments responsible for the project. He said the web 
resource “creates a common brand for Canada’s education market-
ing efforts”. It offers information about all types of tertiary courses 
available in Canada with lists of institutions, cost comparisons and 
the pertinent immigration advice, dependent on the nationality of 
the student visitor. 
 There are hopes for a listing of language schools to be added 
to the web portal, and Tachdjian explained that accredited institu-
tions would hopefully be added to the list early next year. “Only 
institutions that have been accredited through a rigorous quality 

Canada’s one-stop web resource

news

assurance mechanism run by 
the Canadian language train-
ing industry will be presented 
on the site,” he said.
 While there are accredita-
tion schemes run by two associ-

to press.  
 

community colleges. Scheduled to be rolled out early next year 
to all Canadian consulates, high commissions and embassies, the 
Study in Canada portal is currently available through the websites 
of Canadian embassies in Italy, Morocco, Korea and Australia. 

The portal is accessed 
via embassy websites


