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All non-EU students to

have ID cards

tudents from outside the European Economic Area (EEA)
S extending or varying their leave to remain in the UK will be

issued with a biometric ID card from November this year.
The policy will roll out to all non-EEA students from April 2009, ty-
ing in with the new sponsor-based visa system. Foreign students are
considered to be a high-risk group and so are the first category of
foreign visitors to be hit by the new rules, along with possible others
such as those entering the country on a marriage visa.

The policy follows the fingerprinting of all visa applicants that
has been in place since January and is part of the UK Borders Act.
The ID cards will contain unique biometric data and a photo, show-
ing a student’s immigration status and entitlements (whether they
can work) and how long they can stay in the UK.

UK Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith, said, “Identity cards will
benefit foreign nationals who need to produce evidence of their
identity and entitlement to services. Locking people to one identity
will help in our fight against human trafficking, illegal working and
benefit fraud.”

An example of fraud was given of a failed asylum seeker re-
maining in the UK and passing themselves off as a student from a
different country — with ID cards for students, such fraud would be
impossible. The ID cards are also intended to offer greater scope

EC opens second school in USA

GROWING school chain, EC, has announced its second location in
the USA — in San Diego, CA. The International Centre for Ameri-
can English in La Jolla, San Diego, was acquired by the group on
March 31 and was immediately rebranded as EC San Diego.

The acquisition follows EC'’s acquisiton of a Boston school last
year. Andrew Mangion, Chief Executive of the EC Group, said, ‘I
feel we've acquired arguably one of the top schools in California.
I'm extremely enthusiastic about this as it solidifies and cements our
strategy of a growing US presence.”

Alexis Lasheras, previous owner of the school, remains in place
for three months and will work with EC as a consultant for a fur-
ther nine months. Meanwhile, Michelle Falzon, previously Assistant
Director at EC Malta, has been appointed Centre Director.

EC announced it intended to introduce new young learner pro-
grammes to the school, adjusting current programming slightly and
increasing accommodation options at the school while developing

in UK

for security checks — from businesses, colleges and public agencies
— according to the Border & Immigration Agency (BIA).

“This [policyl will help to deny the privileges of the UK to those
here illegally and help businesses and colleges fulfil their licence
obligations as sponsors for migrants coming to the UK,” stated BIA,
which explained that as well as checking to see if a photo matched,
employers and educational institutions could use a telephone check-
ing service to ensure the authenticity of ID cards. Foreign nationals
will not be expected to carry the card with them at all times but to
produce it when required.

Meanwhile, some universities in the UK are complaining about
the new reporting requirements expected of them when the visa
system changes next year. BIA must be notified of any non-EEA stu-
dent absence of more than 10 days. Sir Howard Davies, Director of
the London School of Economics, wrote to ministers with concerns
related to PhD and Masters students with relaxed timetabling.

And the University of Central Lancashire’s new administrator,
Helen Eastham, employed specifically to deal with the new visa
system, said, “While we accept the government’s rationale regard-
ing reporting non-approved attendance [quicklyl, there is a concern
that pressure to provide information too early could result in flawed
data, which benefits neither the student, the institution nor BIA.” ®

Vietnam boosts
English study

ENGLISH LANGUAGE tui-
tion will be introduced across
primary schools in Vietnam,
according to Vietnam News
Agency, as part of the Ministry
of Education and Training’s
US$300 million project to

a broad student nationality mix.
Current agent agreements will
remain in place until the end of
the year. °®

Andrew Mangion with Alexis
Lasheras outside EC’s new centre

The Alphe UK Workshop
Date: September 5-7
Venue: London, UK
jane@hothousemedia.com

JUNE FPP Edu-Media Expo Italy IEFT- International Education Fairs
Roadshow of Turkey
JULY Date: June 10-16 Dates: August 16-17
Venue: various, Italy Venue: Istanbul, Ankara - Turkey
AUGUST j.ronchetti@fppmediacorp.com Email: dawn@ieft.net
www.fppmedia.com
SEFTEMBER FPP Edu-Media Expo Brazil
OCTOBER 27th International Education Roadshow

Calendar

Exhibition

Date: July 12-16

Venue: Karachi/Lahore, Pakistan
Email: infoedu@cyber.net.pk

Date: September 4-14

Venue: various, Brazil
j.ronchetti@fppmediacorp.com
www.fppmedia.com

www.hothousemedia.com

The LTM Star Awards
Date: September 6
Venue: London, UK
jane@hothousemedia.com
www.hothousemedia.com

improve English competency
by 2020. In the 2008/2009
academic year, primary schools
located in cities and provinces
with the infrastructure to start
English tuition will do so, but
many provinces lack the re-
sources needed.

Deputy Prime Minster at
the Education Ministry, Nguyen
Thien Nhan, said the aim of the
project was to “turn student
competence in English to an
advantage in 10-to-15 years”.
School graduates will be ex-
pected to reach a Toefl score of
500 under the new scheme. e

The ICEF Higher Education
Workshop

Date: September 7-9

Venue: Antwerp, Belgium
info@icef.com
www.icef.com

StudyWorld London
Date: September 8-10
Venue: London, UK
info@studyworldfair.com
www.studyworldfair.com
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Alphe Workshop visits two continents

WORKING with key agent
associations in Asia and South
America, the Alphe Workshop
team staged two successful

events in Thailand and Brazil
earlier this year. Alphe Asia
took place in Bangkok and
with support from Tieca, Vieca
(Vietnam) and lkpii (Indonesia),
close to 100 agents attended
from 11 countries.

Jessica Mathieu, Agent
Organiser, said that higher
education was a key interest
among Asian agents, who were
pleased to see more higher
education institutions in at-
tendance this year. The united
image presented by the many
British Council-accredited UK
schools was also appreciated.

“l found some very interest-
ing schools,” commented Supa-
porn Charoenchaimongkol of
Education Abroad in Thailand,
who was focusing on the UK.

Educator Wilf Cleave from
Avalon School of English in the
UK was also pleased with the
event. ‘I had good meetings,”
he said. “The event ran more
smoothly and naturally with a
high quality of agents and it
was very friendly.” Greg Mur-

More higher education institutions
attended Alphe Asia this year

week later, welcoming 63
education providers and 120
agents, including many mem-
bers of Brazilian agency as-
sociation, Belta, which held its
ExpoBelta event just before the
Alphe workshop.

“I believe we had an excel-
lent chance to meet some new
partners and make some good

Marcia Coredeiro Nassif of AG
Study in Brazil added, “My
highlight this year was the high
quality of the educational insti-
tutions taking part.”

The nationality mix of
educators was very diverse,
with the UK, USA, Canada and
Australia represented as well as
New Zealand, Ireland, Malta,
Austria, Italy and Spain. Agents
were mainly from Brazil, with
others from Colombia, Argen-
tina, Panama and Bolivia. Lisa
Audino at Linguatime School
of English in Malta commented,
“There was great interest and
no ‘'no shows and the event
was well organised.” (]
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Annual Conference of the EAIE

FPP Edu-Media Expo Latin

Foreign Languages Plus

Scope on the Globe

The ICEF China Workshop

Date: October 6-13

Venue: Moscow, St Petersburg
- Russia

abroad@study.ru
http://plus.study.ru

Date: October 8-11

Venue: Utrecht, Netherlands
s.vdaakster@aromedia.nl
www.scopeontheglobe.com

Date: October 14-16
Venue: Bejing, China
info@icef.com
www.icef.com

America Roadshow

Date: September 17 - October 8
Venue: various, Latin America
j.-ronchetti@fppmediacorp.com
www.fppmedia.com

Date: September 10-13
Venue: Antwerp, Belgium
eaie@eaie.nl
www.eaie.nl

WYSTC 2008

Date: September 13-17
Venue: Brooklyn, NY, USA
mailbox@wystc.org
www.wystc.org

International Education Fairs of
Turkey

Date: October 12-19

Venue: Ankara, Izmir, Bursa, Istanbul
-Turkey

info@ieft.net

www.ieft.net

China Education Expo 2008
Date: 18-19 October
Venue: Bejing, China
Lily@fairlink.com.cn

The AAIEP Agents Workshop
Date: October 4-5

Venue: Washington DC, USA
info@csglobal.net
www.csglobal.net /
www.bmimedia.net

Study Abroad and Language Fair
Date: October 7

Venue: Busan, Korea
kamc@korea.com

www.kamc.com
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