ENGLISHUKE

The association for British Council
accredited English language centres in the UK
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Breaking your language barrier

Active Language Learning

4a King Street,

London W6 0QA, UK

T: +44 (0) 20 8748 6665

F: +44 (0) 20 8748 6773

E: elizabeth@active-learning.co.uk
W: www.active-learning.co.uk
skype: active-learning

CERAN Languages

Katherine Fry

Sherbourne Priors, Watery Lane
Sherbourne Warwick, CV35 8AL
T: +44 (0) 1926 624 016

F: +44 (0) 1926 624 390

W: www.ceranlanguages.com

E: sales@ceranlanguages.com

Concorde International

Arnett House, Hawks Lane,
Canterbury, Kent, England,

CT12NU

T: +44 (0) 1227 451035

F: +44 (0) 1227 762760

E: info@concorde-int.com

W: www.concorde-international.com

* Excellent facilities

* Experienced teachers and very helpful
administrative team

* Enrolments processed within 24 hrs

* Quality courses: General English, IELTS,
Business English, Conversation classes

* You are welcome to visit us at anytime.

* Complete immersion summer
programmes for motivated young
learners

* A safe and friendly environment

* Maximum 9 students per group

* Excellent sports and leisure
programme and facilities

* University Access * Business
Diploma * Work Experience/
Internship * General English *
Examination preparation IELTS/
Cambridge * University Summer
Schools * Junior Vacation courses
in 6 different locations

aranteed programmes.
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Eden House College

Eden House,

1-2 Soho Street

London W1D 3GN

T: 0870 766 5280

F: 0870 766 5290

E: admissions@edenhouse.co.uk
W: www.edenhouse.co.uk

King Street College

47 Shepherd’s Bush Green
London,

W12 8PS

T: +44 (0) 20 87496780

E: info@kingstreet.co.uk
W: www.kingstreet.co.uk

Regency College

61 Western Road

Hove, BN3 6JD,

UK

T: +44 (0) 1273 718009

F: +44 (0) 730313

E: info@regencycollege.co.uk
W: www.regencycollege.co.uk

Westminster Kingsway College
International Officer

Victoria Centre

Vincent Square

London SW1P 2PD

T: 0207 802 8930

F: 0207 802 8929

E: international@westking.ac.uk

Established in London in 1968,
Eden House College is a family
owned British Council accredited
school with more than 38 years’ his-
tory providing superlative customer
care.

* fast, professional and personal
agent support * full range of general
and specialist English language
courses * on-site student hostel,
good London location * competitive
prices and contented students

Learn English in Brighton. High
quality teaching. Year round
learning. Work experience courses,
general English, IELTS, Cambridge
exams and academic English. Ac-
commodation provided.

Westminster Kingsway College

is delighted to offer International
Students an opportunity to join our
August 2006 Summer School which
will provide intensive academic
English language skills and a full
cultural programme.

WWW.ENGLISHUK.COM
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Uniting the World Through Language™

Learn English
in New York oand Miami Beach

with: ONI

Premium intensive English programs 20 hours per-week with flexible schedules
In class movies, local New York City excursions, student Fashion Week,
cultural festival and much more!

TOEFL, Academic Vocabulary and writing courses

Intensive Pronunciation & Accent Reduction courses (computer-aided)
Intensive Business English courses

Affordable and competitive prices, convenient locations in New York,

New Jersey and Miami Beach, Florida

Variety of accommodations, airport pickup and high-quality student service

Contact: Lyssol Garcia

315 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10016 USA

Tel: +1(212)736-4153 Ext. 116 Fax: +1(212)736-5408
E-mail: Igarcia@zoni.com

Authorized under federal law to enroll non-immiirant foreiin students AAIEP & NAFSA member || New York State Board of Education certified
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market report

USA back on track

The perennial problem of obtaining a visa for study in the USA seems to
be improving and as a result of this, and a Saudi scholarship scheme, many

Saudi student
scholarships

A meeting between
the USAs President
George W Bush and
Saudi Crown Prince
Abdullah in Texas in
April 2005 has paved
the way for an influx of
Saudi students into the
USA - via scholarships
offered by the Saudi
government — which
many institutions are
reporting to be benefit-
ing from.

Deborah Healey,
Director of the English
Language Institute at
the University of Or
egon in Corvallis, OR,
says, “So far this year,
we are doing very well
thanks to the Saudi
government'’s scholar
ship programme. It
has helped us a great
deal” Amy Osorio at
Wesli in Madison,

WI, adds, “We have
benefited greatly from
the Saudi scholarship
programme!”

Bush and Abdullah
issued a joint state-
ment of broad coop-
eration following their
meeting, which was
convened to cement
the US-Saudi relation-
ship. First in their list
of aims to achieve this
was “to increase the
number of young Saudi
students [applying] to
travel and study in the
United States”

So far, up to 5,000
scholarships, covering
tuition and accom-
modation, are reported
to have been awarded
to students, and the
Saudi government
has pledged to award
20,000 scholarships for
study in the US over
four years.

Visa delays are
still being reported by
some Saudi students
(see Education Travel
Magazine, May 2006,
page 48) but neverthe-
less, it seems that
many institutions
around the country are
welcoming the efforts
of the two govern-
ments to improve inter-
cultural understanding
through study abroad.

institutions are posting increases in enrolments.

t seems that the US English language teaching (ELT) market has

turned a corner, and many institutions are reporting that a rise in

enrolments in 2005 has been followed by an even more positive
performance so far this year.

Lynne Richmond, Director of the American Language Program
based at California State University Fullerton in Fullerton, CA, says,
“Business last year and even more so this year is good. Last spring
our intensive English programme was up by 15 per cent [compared
with] spring 2004 and this spring 2006, we're up 20 per cent from
spring 2005.”

Joy Allameh, Director of the EELI at Eastern Kentucky University
in Richmond, KY, adds, “Business was much improved at the EELI
in 2005 over 2004, and certainly 2006 is looking even better.” Helen
Davaran at LS| in Berkeley, CA, agrees, noting a significant 20 per
cent growth in business in 2005.

However, it is not all good news in the USA, and Davaran explains
some of the inconsistencies noted at her school, despite the overall
good performance last year.
new bookings from Korea and Taiwan and some groups,”

“We were up because we had a lot of
she says.
“We were down for Europe and Japan definitely because of visa
issues; short-term English language students refuse to go through
the expense and hassle to get a student visa when they think they
should be able to come on a [visa] waiver.”

Elsewhere, school representatives also note that last year was
not a good year for Japan in terms of enrolments, although this
market is one of the most important for the ELT sector in the USA.
Arlene Spencer, Director of International Student and ESL Programs
at Fulton-Montgomery Community College in Johnstown, NY,
explains, “Japan is still a good market but the economy there has had
a big impact on numbers.”

The student market that is most obviously performing well is
Saudi Arabia, buoyed by a wave of new scholarships for study in the
USA made available by the government of Saudi Arabia (see left). In
addition, schools point mainly to Taiwan and Korea — other important
markets — as performing well. Amy Osorio at Wisconsin English as a
Second Language Institute (Wesli) in Madison, WI, relates, “Korea is
still strong and we had more interest from Brazil and Turkey [both in
the top 10 providers] than in the past few years.”

Brazil and Colombia both appear in the top 10 student nationalities
in the Open Doors report of trends across 194 |EPs in the USA, but in
fact a number of spokespeople, such as Steve Horowitz of the UESL
Program at Central Washington University in Ellensburg, WA, label
Latin America as an underperforming region last year. Other problems
were noted with applications from China and Eastern Europe in
general. Horowitz notes, “We had many Ukrainian applications but no
visas are issued for short-term study.”

Where enrolments are slow, it is generally thought that visa
issues may still be to blame, although Joel Weaver at Intercultural
Communications College in Honolulu, HI, notes that it is also the
perception of visa issuance problems that continues to exert a
negative influence on the market. In his case, “visa denials from
mainland China continue to be an issue”, he says.

Amy BAKER reports.
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Top student markets for US

language schools, 2004

Other 26. 4%

b olombla Korea 26%
1. 8%
8. Brazil 2. 2%

4.Tu rkey 2.4% l—=

Japan 23%

. Taiwan 11%

China 2. 4%[
4 Thailand

4. Mexico 2. 4% 2.4%

Source: Open Doors 2005 (student weeks)

The Department of State has been
involved in improving the visa process
recently and stresses that students who
are awarded a study visa now receive it
promptly (see Language Travel Magazine,
April 2006, page 6). In the main, there is
optimism that the efforts being made by the
“The
increasing quickness of 1-20 issuance, the
US dollar exchange rate and the increasing
interest of US universities in international
education are helping the situation and
improving our business performance here,”

US government will improve business.

says Richmond.

Norma King at the English Language
Center at the University of Denver, CO,
who notes a lengthy visa process for Libyan
students, says, “Government attention to the
issue of student visa issuance is essential
and if really there, this will help.” However,
Dulene Cipriano at the Language Company —
South Bend English Institute in South Bend,
IN, sounds a note of caution. “Consular
officials making partial and unfounded
requirements and judgements continue to be

a problem,” she says. ®
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