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UK workshops
draw In crowds

he Alphe Workshop and the
TArels International Lan-
guage Fair held in the UK at
the end of August, in London and
Brighton respectively, both
proved a success with agents and
institutions that visited the events.
In London, a change of venue
for the Alphe Workshop went
down well with attendees, while
the event itself was praised for its
usual good organisation, quality
agents and relaxed atmosphere.
“I’ve been very pleased,” com-
mented Nathalie Philippe of
Formalangues agency in France,
at the event. “It’s a small work-
shop but I think it’s better, the fact
that there are less people [means]
you have more time to speak to-
gether. There’s been lots of
interesting schools and [my
schedule] has been almost full.”
Fellow agent, Betty Wollff,
from BEW Network in Argentina,
added, “Because of the situation
in South America, we need more
colleges and universities and
online programmes and not so
many language schools, and that’s
been good for us [here].”
Institutions attending the
workshop praised the good mix of
agents and educators. “A lot of
care goes into keeping the right
kind of numbers,” said Martin
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The fifth annual Alphe workshop in the UK was as busy as ever

Von Schuppler from International
Quest in the UK. “The quality of
agents as usual has been of a very
high calibre.” Cassandra Everts,
Marketing Manager at the Univer-
sity of Auckland’s English
Language Academy in New Zea-
land, added, “It’s been
outstanding, an excellent event. |
never thought I would be able to
meet so many agents from so
many countries that we [can’t]
travel to.”

In Brighton, the Arels Interna-
tional Language Fair was bigger
than ever, with higher education
institutions and independent
schools from the UK attending for

the first time. “Delegate numbers
were just under 900,” confirmed
Abby Penlington, Marketing &
Public Affairs Officer at Arels.

The three-day event included
“talkshops” about school and
agent relations as well as two days
of appointments between institu-
tions and agents. This year,
schools remained at designated
tables for both days, instead of
agencies at tables for the second
day, and most delegates wel-
comed the new arrangement.

“It may be more tiring, but
anyway, you have to work,” com-
mented, Krasnomika Stasiak-
Osiecka, of AB Centrum agency

1xUS$ =currency*
Argentinean  Pesos 3.623
Australian Dollar 1.828
Brazilian Real 3.100
British Pound 0.639
Bulgarian Leva 1.965
Canadian Dollar 1.553
Chilean Pesos 714.47
Chinese (PR) Yuan 8.277
Czech Koruny 30.33
Danish Kroner 7.451
Egyptian Pound 4.632
EU Euro 1.003
Hong Kong Dollar 7.800
Hungarian Forint 246.18
Icelandic Kronur 88.139
Indonesian Rupiah 8837.4
Israeli New Shekels 4.692
Japanese Yen 117.08
Maltese Lira 0.426
Mexican Peso 9.980
New Zealand Dollar 2.141
Norwegian Kroner 7.469
Polish Zloty 4.120
Russian Rubles 31.638
Singaporean  Dollar 1.745
Slovakian Koruny  43.344
South African Rand 10.722
South Korean Won 1192.7
Swedish Krona 9.357
Swiss Franc 1.472
Taiwanese NT Dollar 34.282
Thai Baht 42.135
Turkish Lira 1,623,994.5
Venezuelan Bolivar  1,419.1
*Rates are subject to char&e and should be used
as indications only. 03/09/(
Youth hostel association

works with UK school

THE UK'’s Youth Hostel Associa-
tion (YHA) has teamed up with a
London-based company, English
[Out There!], to offer its clients
English language courses ranging
from a few days to several weeks
in length. The programmes,
which teach English both in and
out of the classroom, will be pro-
moted via the International Youth
Hostel Federation (IYHF) and its
4,500 hostels worldwide.
Available in London only, les-
sons will eventually be offered in
key UK locations. Jason West,
Owner of English [Out There!],
said, “We are delighted to have
become partners of the YHA. The
partnership will hopefully take
quality English language learning
to a much wider audience.” [

Revised visa rules for Australia

EFFORTS by key associations in
Australia to push through changes
to make the student visa legisla-
tion more workable have been
rewarded. New revisions to the
legislation come into effect on
November 1, with revised assess-
ment levels for a number of
countries. Notably, the stringent
category, assessment level (AL) 4,
has been downgraded to AL3 for
some countries and education sec-
tors. Schools had been concerned
that the high Ielts score needed by
potential English language stu-
dents from AL 4-rated countries
was a deterrent to study (see Lan-
guage Travel Magazine,
September 2001, page 6).
Students from Bangladesh,
Fiji, India, Iran, Nepal, the Phil-

ippines and Sri Lanka are all now
AL3, although students from Vi-
etnam, China, Laos, Lebanon,
Jordan and Pakistan remain AL4.
Other countries, including Korea,
Mexico and South Africa, have
shifted from AL3 to AL2, which
means there are fewer restrictions
on the acceptable sources of funds
that students need to demonstrate
and no requirements to have the
funds for at least three months
prior to application.

Sue Blundell, Executive Di-
rector of English Australia (EA),
said, “We are particularly pleased
to see Korea changing from AL3
to AL2 as Korea is a major Elicos
market.” She added, “We believed
the previous allocation of AL3
status did not reflect the fact that

the majority of Koreans are genu-
ine students.” EA was also
pleased that the default rule for
countries not individually listed in
the visa legislation has been
amended. Now, all such countries,
except three, have been moved to
AL2. “This improves the indus-
try’s opportunity to develop these
emerging markets without undue
barriers in place,” said Blundell.
However, there are still some
problems that schools hope to re-
solve. EA is in discussion with the
Department of Immigration,
Multicultural and Indigenous Af-
fairs (Dimia) about its decision to
limit the ability to switch from a
tourist visa to a student visa when
in Australia to students from AL1
countries only. Blundell said that
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in Poland, who said the higher
education representation this year
was not really relevant for her, be-
cause “not so many people [in
Poland] can afford to send their
children to university abroad”.

Gabriella D’ Urso, of Interna-
tional Language School in Italy,
said she attended the fair every
year. “The fair is really full [this
year],” she said. “People seem to
be really interested.”

Dale Lockhart, Director of
the Canadian College for English
Language in Canada, said he pre-
ferred the format at the fair this
year. “It’s been easier to make
appointments in advance,” he
said, “and there seems to be more
agents and schools than there
were in the past.”

Representing the higher edu-
cation sector, Stuart Bannerman
from the University of Dundee in
Scotland, who attended for the
first time, said, “I will certainly go
back to Arels because, as an [Eng-
lish language] provider, it is the
event of the year.”

Andrew Gillespie, at inde-
pendent school d’Overbroecks
College in the UK, added, “I was
very pleased with the event and I
was delighted to meet so many
agents in such a short period of
time. It felt very productive.” [J

additional hurdles included the
high benchmarks set by the finan-
cial requirements and the need for
AL3 level students to take an Ielts
test prior to English language
study if they planned to continue
on to university afterwards.
From 1 November, all AL3
students can enter the country to
study English and apply for a fur-
ther study visa once in the
country, if they demonstrate suf-
ficient funds for 12 months study.
Previously, only students enrolled
for at least 40 weeks could do this.
But, for those applying for English
and university studies together, an
Ielts score is required. “Our issue
is that there shouldn’t be a mini-
mum lelts requirement for Elicos
courses,” said Blundell. 0
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Fiyto welcomes
new sub-group

THE Federation of International
Youth Travel Operators (Fiyto)
approved the creation of an asso-
ciation for work experience
providers at its annual conference
this year. The Global Work Expe-
rience Association (GWEA) held
its inaugural annual general meet-
ing in October during the World
Youth and Student Travel Confer-
ence (WYSTC).

The aim of GWEA, which is
in the process of accepting mem-
bers and forming a constitution, is
to promote the work experience
sector locally and globally, to set
standards of best practice and to
liaise with governments to sup-
port members. “Work experience
is the fastest growing sector in the
world of youth travel today,” com-
mented David Stitt, a member of
the GWEA steering group. dJ

New scholarship
scheme for Europe

A NEW scholarship scheme,
Erasmus World, has been
launched by the European Union
to attract more foreign students to
study in Europe. From 2004, the
scheme will offer up to 4,200 stu-
dents a scholarship for two-year
Master’s programmes. Students
will apply directly to European
universities, and may be recom-
mended to receive a scholarship.
The programme has a budget
of US$200 million and students
receiving a scholarship will have
full costs covered including their
airfare to Europe, tuition costs and
a living allowance. A Europe-
wide commission will make the
final decision about which stu-
dents are to receive the
scholarships, and a geographical
balance will be aimed for.
“European universities re-
ceive too few students and visiting
scholars from other continents,”
said Viviane Reding, the Euro-
pean commissioner responsible
for education. “Erasmus World is
the instrument that Europe
needs.... to be a winner in the
globalisation of education.”  [J
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London Language and
Culture Show

1-2 November

London, UK

Frazier Chesterman, Brintex
32 Vauxhall Bridge Road
London, SW1V 2SS, UK
+44 207 9736697

+44 207 2335054
f.chesterman@hemming-
group.co.uk

Nexus World of Study
Asian Postgraduate
MBA Fair (incl. English

for business)

2-3 November

Hong Kong

Jason Newman, Nexus Media
Nexus House, Azalea Drive
Swanley, Kent, BR8 8HU, UK
+44 1322 660070

+44 1322 616305
jason.newman@nexus
media.com

International
Education Fair

2-3 November

Bangkok, Thailand

Saijai Srijayanta, Tieca
5083/30 KSL Tower, 18th Floor
Sri-Ayudhaya Road
Phayathai, Rajthavee
Bangkok, 10400, Thailand
+662 6426114

+662 6426115
admin@tieca.com

CIEE Annual
Conference

4-9 November

Atlanta GA, USA

Karen Bailey, CIEE

633 Third Avenue, 20th Floor
New York, NY 10017, USA
+1212 822 2782
+1212822 2779
conference@ciee.org

Vieca International
Education Fair

8-9 November

Hanoi, Vietnam

10-11 November

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Vieca c/o Vietnam Education
Promotion Association, 30 Ta
Quang Buu, Hanoi, Vietnam
+84 482 23675

+84 482 23699
vieca@fpt.vn

The Berlin Workshop
11-12 November

Berlin, Germany

Karl Badde

Icef, Am Hofgarten 9
Bonn, 53113, Germany
+49 228201190

+49 2282011944
icefbonn@icef.com

Orienta European Ed &
Employment Fair

14-16 November

Brussels, Belgium

Orienta, Avenue de I'Armee
24, Brussels, 1040, Belgium
+3227416161

+32 27320509
info@cpexpo.com

Expolingua Berlin
15-17 November
Berlin, Germany
Rebecca Stromeyer,
ICWE

Leibnizstr. 32

Berlin, 10625, Germany
+49 30327 6140

+49 30 324 98 33
infos@expolingua.com

Kosa International
Education Fair
16-17 November
Seoul, Korea
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c/o Myong Dong Overseas
Study Centre, Rm 302
Chungung Bldg

825-27 Yoksam-Dong
Seoul, 135-080, Korea

+82 27547777

+82 255 61109
mdostudy@chollian.net

Le Salon de L'Education
20-24 November

Paris, France

Caroline Lepetit, L'Etudiant,
27 Rue du Chemin Vert

Paris, 75011, France

+33 14807 42 86

+33 14807 02 92
caroline.lepetit@letudiant.fr

Saco Student Fair
21-23 November
Stockholm, Sweden
27-28 November
Malmé, Sweden
Sandra Wahlgren, Saco
Box 174, Sollentuna
191 23, Sweden

+46 861348 36

+46 70 733 71 88
sandra.wahlgren@saco.se

CEC Network
Agent Fair

3-5 December

Ottawa, ONT, Canada
Ella Esen, CEC Network,
578-999 Canada Place,
Vancouver BC,

V6C 3E1,Canada
+1604 408 0588
+1604 641 1238
agentfair@cec.apfnet.org

Expolangues

29 January - 1 February 2003
Paris, France

Camille Rabehanta
L'Etudiant (as above)

+33 148074372
camille.rabehanta@letudiant.fr

American Education
Expo

1-2 February 2003
Abu-Dhabi, UAE

3-4 February 2003
Dubai, UAE

5-6 February 2003
Kuwait City, Kuwait

8-9 February 2003
Manama, Bahrain

Max Visconti, ISN Inc.
1500 Market Street

12th Floor East Tower
Philadelphia, PA, 19102, USA
+1215 246 3432
+1215477 7378
ISN4YOU@aol.com

The VI International
Fair "Foreign
Languages Plus"

8-9 February 2003

St Petersburg, Russia
Stas Gaponov,

BKC International House
Starovagankovsky per 15,
#5, Moscow, 121019, Russia
+7 095 737 5225

+7 095 737 6579
plus@study.ru

Italian in Italy
Workshop

13-16 March 2003

Rome, Italy

Giuseppina Foti

Italian in Italy, via Tibullo 10
Roma, 00193, Italy

+39 066 8307796

+39 066 869758
info@italianinitaly.it

Kosa International
Education Fair

15-16 March 2003

Seoul, Korea

c/o Myong Dong (as above)



