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Canada’s rise
Canada’s language travel industry has experienced mixed fortunes of late, 
although concerted marketing efforts mean that the future looks bright. 
JANE VERNON SMITH reports.

Profi le raising

Canadian language 
schools have long be-
moaned the absence 
of any serious govern-
ment initiatives to 
promote the industry. 
Indeed, many have felt 
that the national policy 
on student visas has, 
by contrast, hampered 
student recruitment. 
However, with recent 
changes to visa policy 
with regard to students 
working in the country, 
and the merger of the 
two language school 
associations, CLC 
and Capls, Anthony 
Stille from the English 
School of Canada in 
Toronto, ONT, believes 
this could provide the 
impetus for a future 
marketing partnership 
between government 
and industry. 
 In the meantime 
some government-
led activity has taken 
place in the course of 
the last year. Sheila 
Nunn at the East Coast 
School of Languages in 
Halifax, NS, comments 
that her school took 
part in a successful 
government-led trade 
mission, while Sue 
Burland of the English 
Language Centre at 
Lethbridge College in 
Lethbridge, AB, reports 
that the Alberta pro-
vincial government re-
cently led a ministerial 
mission to Beijing. The 
College has additionally 
obtained funding for 
three years from the 
Alberta Advanced Edu-
cation project, in order 
to focus on marketing 
in Chile.
 Meanwhile, initia-
tives undertaken jointly 
with other institutions 
have served ECSL 
well. It has cooper-
ated with fellow Capls 
schools and others 
to undertake group 
advertisements in both 
agent magazines and 
embassy publications. 
Furthermore, as part of 
EduNova, an education 
export alliance in Nova 
Scotia, her school has 
benefi ted from a raised 
profi le. According to 
Nunn, EduNova has 
made huge strides 
in raising awareness 
of what the province 
can offer both agents 
and students, as she 
explains, “By working 
together, the educa-
tional institutions have 
been successful on 
bids for large projects 
that we could not have 
tackled individually.” 
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The past year has brought mixed 
fortunes for Canadian language 
schools. Among those canvassed 

for this article, numbers were spread fairly 
evenly across those whose student numbers 
have increased, those that have experienced 
a downturn and those for whom numbers 
have remained stable.    
     On the negative side, Joanne Nicholson at 
the School of English at Queen’s University 
in Kingston, ONT, highlights the existence 
of a growing number of domestic providers 
of language programmes in many of her 
school’s major student markets. Added 
to this is the observation made by Sheila 
Nunn, Director of Marketing and Business 
Development at East Coast School of 
Languages (ECSL) in Halifax, NS, that 
Canada is still seen by some as being a 
diffi cult country for which to obtain a visa.  
 Mark Herringer at Malaspina University 
College in Nanaimo, BC, says that they have been hit by “a 
signifi cant decrease” in the number of enrolments from the college’s 
largest market, China. This, says Herringer, is partly due to the 
increasing number of post-secondary institutions that are being 
established there, and partly a result of greater competition, now that 
many institutions from all over the world have woken up to China’s 
potential. On the other hand, at Fanshawe College in London, ONT, 
Bruce Wilson comments that the largest increase in his school’s 
student numbers has come from China. “The main reason for this 
is more active marketing, with the hiring of an Asian recruitment 
specialist. The other region that is starting to increase is Latin 
America, for the same reason,” he adds. 
 Saudi Arabia was the best growth market for the Queen’s 
University School of English between 2005 and 2006, according to 
Nicholson, increasing its percentage of total enrolments from fi ve 
per cent up to nine per cent. Nunn, too, reports a good increase from 
Saudi Arabia, as well as from Korea, China and Iran. Meanwhile, 
for Herringer, the Middle Eastern market in general has grown 
“considerably” over the last year, with Japan also performing well. 
 Canada’s substantial Korean market appears to have performed 
consistently over the past year. Sue Burland of the English Language 
Centre at Lethbridge College in Lethbridge, AB, notes that the 
country is not only their largest source market, but, along with 
Mexico, also showed the biggest increase in student numbers.  
 Looking to the year ahead, both Herringer and Nunn anticipate 
growth among the Middle Eastern markets. Those most tipped for 
expansion include Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Jordan 
and Libya. As Herringer explains, “The Saudi Arabian government 
is taking on initiatives to help fi nancially support top Saudi students 

to pursue a post-secondary education in 
Canada.” Furthermore, as Nicholson adds, 
many Saudi Arabians need to learn English 
for business purposes, especially, she notes, 
in the oil industry. Colombia and Venezuela 
also show promise for the next year, 
according to Anthony Stille of the English 
School of Canada in Toronto, ONT, “as visa 
approval rates are increasing signifi cantly.”
 In terms of programme types, Nicholson 
highlights a trend towards English studies 
that are tied to a degree programme. Exam 
preparation for Toefl  continues to be in high 
demand at Lethbridge College, while at 
Heartland International English School in 
Winnipeg, MB, the Focus programme, an 
eight-week preparation course for the Toiec 
and Toefl  exams, has “soared in popularity”, 
according to Manager, Keira Bulloch.  
 Santiago Endara, Marketing Coordinator 
at Tamwood International in Whistler, 
BC, points out that some of their niche 
courses have proved popular with certain 
nationalities. “Paid [work placements] are 
extremely popular in Latin America while 
internships are popular for Europeans. We 
also offer English plus ski and snowboard, 
which is very popular in Switzerland and 
Japan,” he says.

 Top student nationalities in Canada by student weeks, 06
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9. Colombian 1.3%

3. Chinese 15.9%

10. Thai 1.2%

Other 17.7%

1. Korean 24.4%
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ELS Language Centers
Main offi ce
549 Howe street, 6th F 
Vancouver BC 
V6C 2C2 Canada 
T: 604-684-9577
F: 604-684-9588
E: info@elscanada.com
W: www.elscanada.com

Vancouver & Toronto | Highest Quality Academic English 
Programs | Superior Executive English Programs | 
Summer & Winter Youth Programs | TOEFL Preparation 
| Business English | Variety of Elective Courses | 
University Pathways | Personalized Customer Service

D E S T I N A T I O ND E S T I N A T I O N
PROGRAMS FROM COAST TO COAST 
OPTIONS FOR ENGLISH OR FRENCH 

ENSURE THE BEST CURRICULUM AND TEACHING 
COME EXPLORE CANADA! 

PROGRAMS FROM COAST TO COAST 
OPTIONS FOR ENGLISH OR FRENCH 

ENSURE THE BEST CURRICULUM AND TEACHING 
COME EXPLORE CANADA! 

Bodwell Language School
473 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, B.C. Canada 
V6B 1L4
T: +1 604 602 7633
F: +1 604 602 7611
E: language@bodwell.edu
W: www.bodwell.edu

Bodwell Language School offers the best of modern 
English language teaching approaches, cutting-edge 
curriculum, and high-quality instruction to ensure 
that our students achieve their goals.

The College of New Caledonia
Mary Ann Tierney, Associate Director 
Room 2-354, 3330-22nd Avenue Prince George, 
B.C. V2N 1P8  CANADA
T/F: +1 250 561 5857- / +1 250 561 5856
E/W: intl_edu@cnc.bc.ca - / www.cnc.bc.ca
START HERE …. GO ANYWHERE
Our agents are our partners. We provide speedy 
service, strong support and excellent commission.
Programs in English, university transfer, business. 
Public College since 1969

Académie Linguistique 
Internationale
T: +1 514 270 3886
F: +1 514 270 6363
E: info@studymontreal.com
W: www.studymontreal.com

Experience the best of Canada, study at A.L.I. in 
Montreal! 
English and French Programs - Business 
Communication - TOEFL - TOEIC - DELF - Internships  
- TESL Certifi cation - Homestay or Residence 
Activity and Excursion program - Great facilities 
- Ideal location

Bouchereau Lingua International
43 rue de Buade, bureau 430, Québec, (QC) 
CANADA G1R 4A2
T/F: +1  (418) 692-1370 / +1  (418) 692-6026
E: quebec@bli.ca
W: www.bli.ca
Founded in 1976, BLI offers year-round  small group 
and private French language immersion programs 
in beautiful Old Quebec City. Specialized French 
Business programs also available.

Centre Linguista Canada 
W: www.clccanada.ca

montreal@clccanada.ca    toronto@clccanada.ca
ottawa@clccanada.ca       vancouver@clccanada.ca

Our superior French and English courses are purpose 
designed for building linguistic confi dence and 
effective communication skills for general, academic 
or professional purposes. Visit www.clccanada.ca

East Coast School of
Languages
1526 Dresden Row,
8th Floor, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, B3J 3K3
T: +1 902 491 1526
F: +1 902 429 3275
E: info@ecslcanada.com
W: www.ecslcanada.com

A Total Learning Experience
· ESL programs for Adults 
· Language/Activity Camps for Youth and Families
· Homestay Program
· Weekly Social Program

English Bay College
The Hudson House, 2nd Floor - 321 Water Street, 
Vancouver,  BC Canada  V6B 1B8
T: +1 604 639 9075, F: +1 604 639 9079
W: www.englishbaycollege.com

English Bay College specializes in 
offering International students Work and Travel, Work 
and Study, Professional Internships, and English 
language courses in Vancouver Canada.

ELTC - English Language 
Training College
Suite #300, 
10355 Jasper Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T: +1 780 429 4848
F: +1 780 425 8199
E: email@ELTC.ca
W: ELTC.ca

One of the oldest language schools in Canada!
Conditional Letters of Acceptance from a partner 
University College are available. 
Close to the Rocky Mountains! Great activities!

CLC - Canada Language Council
Conseil des Langues du Canada

Language Technologies Research Centre, 283 Alexander-Taché Blvd
Room F3010, Gatineau, QC J9A 1L8 Canada 
t: +1 (819) 778 1701, f: +1 (866) 212 28v02

e: membership@c-l-c.ca
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English School of Canada
79 St. Clair Ave. East 
Suite 202
Toronto, ON
Canada, M4T 1M6
T: +1 (416) 686-1596
F: +1 (416) 686-7960
E:  info@esc-toronto.com
W: www.esc-toronto.com 

Established by teachers, ESC brings together the 
best teaching methods and techniques with a school 
atmosphere that ensures students interact in English 
with teachers and classmates alike.

Eurocentres Canada – Vancouver & Toronto
(Head Offi ce) #250-815 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, BC Canada  V6C 1B4
T: +1 604 688 7942, F: +1 604 688 7985
E: info@languagecanada.com
W: www.languagecanada.com

Exceptional Quality Adult & Junior Programs. We offer year- 
round English courses as well as Exam Prep, Professional 
Training, Youth, On-Campus Programs and more. Excellent 
Nationality Mix, Facilities, Services & Support.

Focus International
1400, 910-7th Ave SW, Calgary AB T2P 3N8, Canada
T: +1 403 233-0033  F: +1 403 205-4403
E: esc@focus-international.com
W: www.focus-international.com 
The Extraordinary English Experience 
• General ESL, Cambridge exam preparation, summer 
youth program • Warm, family-like atmosphere 
• Friendly homestay accommodation • Exciting  
 activities • Diverse nationality mix

Global Village English Centres
Marketing Offi ce
888 Cambie Street, Vancouver,BC, V6B 2P6, Canada
T: +1 604 684 1118, F: +1 604 684 1117 
E: info@gvenglish.com, W: www.gvenglish.com

GV 360° An All-Round Learning Experience in 
Vancouver, Toronto, Calgary and Victoria. Focusing 
on academics, accommodation, activities and the 
future of English Language teaching.

ILSC - International Language 
Schools of Canada
Vancouver - Toronto -
Montreal
T: +1 604 689 9095
F: +1 604 683 0771
E: info@ilsc.ca

Quality programs incl. paid internship, business, 
Cambridge/TOEFL/TOEIC/IELTS test preparation, 
and Univ. Preparation. Learn English/French 
through over 50 programs with students from over 
30 countries.

Accredited Language Programs | Offi cial iBT TOEFL 
Test Centre | Professional Business Certifi cates 
and Diplomas | Business Internships | Specialized 
Summer Camp and Bridge Program for Youth aged 8 
to 17 Years old. 

Intrax International Institute - Vancouver Centre
827 West Pender Street, Vancouver BC,
V6C-3G8 Canada 
T: +1 604 609 9934, F: +1 604 609 9935
E: vc@intraxinstitute.edu W: www.intraxinstitute.edu

iTTTi
T: +1 604 681 5550
F: +1 604 681 5524
E: info@iTTTi.com
W: www.iTTTi.com

Learn at iTTTi, where you are unique. Our team will 
design the perfect program for you; general English, 
Business English, Exam Preparation, English for 
Career Training. Our onsite Homestay and activities 
coordinator will help to make it an unforgettable 
experience.

LSC Language Studies Canada
National offi ce
124 Eglinton Ave West, 
Toronto ON
Canada M4R 2G8
T: 416 488 2200
F: 416 488 2225
E: marketing@lsc-canada.com
W: www.lsc-canada.com

• First In Canada.  First For You.
• Calgary, Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver 
• Full range of courses, accommodation & activities
• Since 1962...experience at your service.

NSL- National School of 
Languages
1 Nicholas Street, Suite 520
Ottawa, ON K1N 7B7 Canada
E:  admin@nationalschool.ca
W: www.nationalschool.ca

ENGLISH OR FRENCH IN CANADA’S CAPITAL 
• Immersion for Adults
• Immersion for Youth
• Language & Activity Camps 
 • Summer & Winter (6 to 18 yrs)
• Parent & Child Combo

CAPLS - Canadian Association of Private Language Schools 
ACELP - Association canadienne des écoles de langues privées

12880 - 54A Avenue, Surrey, 

BC V3X 3C9 Canada

t: +1 (604) 507 2577, f: +1 (604) 502 0373

e: info@capls.com

Coming soon
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Vancouver English Centre
250 Smithe Street,
Vancouver, BC
V6B 1E7 Canada
T: +1 604 687 1600
F: +1 604 687 1660
E: info@vec.ca
W: www.vec.ca

Vancouver English Centre offers:
Grammar, Communication, Business English, TOEFL, 
TOEIC, and IELTS courses in Vancouver, Canada. 
Our carefully managed homestay program ensures 
complete English immersion. 

ZONI Language Centers
806 Homer Street
Suite 200, Vancouver
British Columbia
Canada V6B 2W5
T: +1 604 687 7000
F: +1 604 684 2823
E: info@zoni.com 
W: www.zoni.com 

Learn English with the best!
Guaranteed success in any of the courses you enroll in. 
We offer general ESL, TOEFL, IELTS and much more.
Our number one concern is your satisfaction.

VCC International, Vancouver Community College
1080 Alberni Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada V6E 1A3
T: +1 604 443 8600, F: +1 604 443 8678
E: study@vcc.ca, W: www.study.vcc.ca 
Study. Work. Live. B.C.’s No. 1 college welcomes 
international students!  Learn how VCC can help you 
achieve your goals.  English as a Second Language, 
Business, Hospitality, Music, Design, University 
Transfer and more!

Come to Canada - Where quality mattersCome to Canada - Where quality mattersCome to Canada - Where quality matters

University Canada West
950 Kings Road,
Victoria, British Columbia, 
Canada. V8T 1W6.
T: +1 250 978 1800
F: +1 250 978 1801
E: gerry.labelle@universitycanadawest.ca 
W: www.UniversityCanadaWest.ca

· Academic English focus & University Bridge Program
· Exam Prep for TOEIC & TOEFL iBT
· Personal service - Homestay Placement Program
· Business English, Design, Fine Arts, B.Comm., MBA
· Certifi cate, Diploma and Degree Programs for you

University of Calgary
English Language Program
Education Tower 226, 
2500 University Drive NW, 
Calgary, AB Canada T2N 1N4
T: +1 403 220 3301 
F: +1 403 210 8610
E:  esl@ucalgary.ca
W: www.ucalgary.ca/esl

• Over 25 years of ESL experience  
• World class sport and educational facilities 
• The gateway to the Canadian Rockies 
• Canada’s fastest growing city

Vanwest College
Vancouver 
200-1016 Nelson Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6E 1H8 
T: +1 604 731 5256
F: +1 604 739 0913
Kelowna T: +1 250 762 5256 
E: info@vanwest.com
W: www.vanwest.com

VanWest College is one of the most established 
language schools in Vancouver. In 2008, VanWest 
will celebrate 20 years of providing excellent service 
and academics to students from around the world! 

Montreal YMCA International Language School
1440 Stanley, 5th fl oor, Montreal, Quebec
 Canada H3A 1P7 - T: +1 514 849 8393, ext. 709 
F: +1 514 849 5026 
E: info@ymcalanguages.com 
W: www.ymcalanguages.com
| English and French courses | Groups of 6 to 15 
students | TOEFL, TOEIC and TFI courses + offi cial 
testing centre | Fitness center | Montreal is a bilingual 
city | Located in downtown Montreal close to the metro

TESL Centre
Saint Mary’s University, 923 Robie Street, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, Canada B3H 3C3
T: +1 902 420 5691, F: +1 902 420 5122
E: tesl@smu.ca, W: www.smu.ca/academic/tesl
· Unique university experience · Vibrant urban setting in 
beautiful port city · Variety of intensive English programs 
· Highly-trained, dedicated instructors · On-campus 
residence and homestay · Fun social activities

Omnicom School of 
Languages
5 Park Home Avenue
Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, M2N 6L4
T: +1 416 223 7855
F: +1 416 224 1641
omnicom@omnicomstudy.com
W: www.omnicomstudy.com

Omnicom School of Languages has been recognized 
for excellence in education for more than 30 years. 
The world of English is through our doors! 

www.c-l-c.ca
www.capls.com 

For the 
complete list of 
the accredited 
programs in 
Canada, visit: 

C A N A D I A N  L A N G U A G E  T R A I N I N GC A N A D I A N  L A N G U A G E  T R A I N I N G
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