destination

With beautiful scenery, lots of
adventure activities, lively cities
and traditional towns, Canada
offers language travellers
wanting to learn English or
French a colourful collection of
experiences, as GILLIAN Evans
finds out.

anada is a truly diverse country. It

has mountains, lakes, rivers and

dense forests as well as wide-open
prairies and windswept beaches. There are
modern lively cities and historic towns and
villages. Its people are truly multicultural
and the country has two official languages,
French and English. All these assets have
made Canada a popular destination for those
seeking an English or French language
learning experience.

On a more practical level, there are other
advantages of choosing to study in Canada.
Adriana Gamboa Soto at the Vancouver
English Centre (VEC) in Vancouver, British
Columbia, mentions, “Costs are lower in
Canada [and] it is also easier for students to
obtain a visa to study in Canada.”

Other reasons for choosing Canada,
according to Helen Chadwick at St Law-
rence College in Kingston, Ontario, include
assurances of safety and the accepting na-
ture of Canadians.

In general, Canadians
are good hosts to interna-
tional students, with school
sources throughout the
country keen to highlight
the friendliness of the
people. Marilyn Livingston
of ESL Wilderness Adven-
ture in Enderby, British
Columbia, says that “the

whole community wel-

Whistler Village, BC

Whistler is a popular place for
skiers and snowboarders in winter
and hikers in the summer. Whistler
Mountain was originally named
London Mountain by British naval
officers in the 1860s

comes and em-
braces all of our
guests”, while Alaska
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Halifax for its
world-famous hospitality.”

Halifax also boasts a wide range of
educational institutions — as well as a lively
atmosphere. Dubbed one of the hippest
cities in North America by Harper’s Bazaar
magazine, it offers a range of programmes at
its six universities, three community col-
leges and several private colleges and
language schools. As a result, says Sargent,
“Halifax is a lively student-centred city.”

Founded in 1749 as the first British
settlement in Canada,
Halifax’s varied architec-
ture makes it a natural
location for moviemaking,
according to Sargent.
“With its rich mix of old
and new... and it has stood
in for cities like London,
Boston, Moscow and Salt
Lake City in a variety of
movies and TV shows,”

she says.
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not only its celluloid reputation that attracts

made here.” But it is

students. Canada’s largest city, Toronto
offers students a whole range of experi-
ences. One of the city’s most famous
attractions is the CN Tower, the highest
building in the world, which offers spectacu-
lar views of the city from its glass floor at
the top. Other attractions include numerous
museums, such as the Art Gallery of Toronto
and the Ontario Science Centre, and a
number of different cultural features. “To-
ronto is home to the largest multicultural
population in the world,” claims Gillanders.
“Because of this, we have countless varieties
of restaurants, shops and cultural celebra-
tions to discover.”

On Canada’s west coast, Vancouver also
boasts a multicultural population, which has
shaped its restaurants, shops and annual
festivals. Janice Kent from Canadian Busi-
ness English in Vancouver says that students
are often unaware of the “world class restau-

rants” that are located throughout the city.
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“Being a multicultural port city, an amazing

variety of foods is available,” she says. “I
always recommend that students visit
Granville Island to experience this. They can

Kinuseo Falls, near Tumbler
Ridge, British Columbia
(main picture)
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-

=)

take the aquabus from downtown to
Granville Island and find a wide range of
seafood [as well as] free musical perform-
ances and beautiful sunsets.”

Vancouver is also blessed by its beauti-
ful location between the sea and mountains,
which makes it a very attractive place to
stay, according to Gamboa Soto. “Vancouver
is rated as one of the most liveable cities in
the world and is ideal for [English language
students],” she says. “The English spoken
here is standard, proper and easily under-
stood. Vancouver is clean, safe and blessed
with a year-round mild climate.”

There are good shopping opportunities
to be found in the city. “Students love to
shop on Robson Street,” relates Gamboa
Soto. “Just one block from VEC, this popu-
lar street boasts a variety of fashionable
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stores, cafés and restaurants. Robson Street
hums with activity.”

Another of Canada’s livelier cities is
Calgary, Alberta, set in the foothills of the
Rocky Mountains. According to Sean
Mailey at Bow Valley College in Calgary,
the city boasts “some of the best nightlife in
Canada”. It is also the country’s fastest-
growing city, with a population of over one
million, and has the highest per capita in-
come in Canada. Nevertheless, Calgary
retains a certain traditional cowboy atmos-
phere. Each year, the city hosts the Calgary
Stampede, a 10-day long rodeo and Western
celebration, which attracts many visitors.

Like many cities in Canada, Calgary
plays host to a number of festivals and cel-
ebrations throughout the year that involve
the whole community. The most popular of
these include Globalfest, which features an
international firework
competition over the lake
at Elliston Park; Carifest,
which is a Caribbean festi-
val complete with
authentic food, music and
crafts; Asian heritage
month; and the Scottish
Highland games.

However, despite a
strong tradition of celebrat-
ing the varied backgrounds
of local residents, Calgary
also provides visitors with
the chance to have a true
Canadian experience,
according to Mailey. “Stu-

Nahatlach River, BC
Visitors are drawn to the Nahatlach

River for its rapids and scenic
valleys that provide ideal
conditions for rafting. Rapids
include the Meatgrinder, Headwall,
Twisted Sister and Lose yer Lunch

who visit from Europe tell me that this is
what they imagined when they pictured
Canada in their minds: mountains, rolling
hills, rivers, lakes, cowboys, Aboriginal
peoples, skiing, skating,
big modern cities with
new, clean, safe, urban
areas, [and] relaxed easy-
going people,” he says.
Offering a very unique
experience of Canada is
ESL Wilderness Adven-
ture. The school is set in a working

Kingston, Ontario

Canadian ranch, situated in the true cowboy
country of the Chilcotin area, an eight-hour
drive from Vancouver. “This is an [English
language] experience [where] the students
participate in the daily activities of ranch
life,” explains Livingston. This can include
driving a tractor, “riding the range” to check
on the cattle and harvest-
ing the hay. “Time has
stood still in this beautiful
area,” continues
Livingston. “There are vast
cattle ranches, small com-
munities with a general
store and quaint little
school houses.”

As well as getting
the chance to see some of
Canada’s less seen indig-
enous wildlife, such as
deer, moose and the
occassional bear, studying
in some of the country’s
more remote areas also
allows students to experi-

dents and family members
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“Last year, a 23-year-old student
from mainland China decided he
wanted to apply for the college ice
hockey team. Gong Sun couldn’t
skate, [but] he adapted quickly
and went on to be an integral

member of the squad.”
Helen Chadwick, St Lawrence College,

ence some of the country’s simpler pleas-

ures. “The guest ranch hugs the shores of
the pristine turquoise blue Eagle Lake
[where] the students enjoy the white sandy
beaches and swim in the clean and clear
water,” relates Livingston. “The area is
unique even to Canadians [and] this is a safe
way to see how adventurous Canadians live.
We promote a basic lifestyle such as healthy
food, exercise, tranquility and lots of laughs
around the kitchen table.”

For another experience of rural Canada,
students can choose to study at Acadia Uni-
versity in Wolfville,
located in the agricultural
region of Nova Scotia, 100
kilometres from Halifax.
“Apple orchards, farm-
lands, and U-pick farms
for strawberries, blueber-
ries and raspberries
surround the community,” says Simone
Jucker at Acadia University. She maintains
that by studying in a small town such as
Woltville, students automatically become
“completely immersed in Canadian life”.

According to Jucker, Nova Scotia is
“Canada’s best kept secret”” and is also home
to the Bay of Fundy, which experiences
some of the largest tides in the world. Every
day, one hundred billion tonnes of water
flows in and out of the bay, creating a differ-
ence in water level of 16 metres at the head
of the bay. This creates a unique ecosystem,
which includes eight species of whale —
many of which come to the bay to give birth
— as well as large populations of seals, dol-
phins and porpoises.

Near Wolfville is the Grand Pre National
Historical site, which marks the site of the
expulsion of the local indigenous Acadians
in 1755 and has become a symbol for the
preservation of the Acadian people. “This
14-acre site features formal gardens, various
statues and monuments, a 19th-century
blacksmith shop and a stained glass window
depicting the deportation,” explains Jucker.
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Manjula Karunaratne
at Immersion Baie-des-
Chaleurs school, which
has centres in the small
towns on the Gaspe penin-
sular in French-speaking
Quebec, says that the
friendliness of the local

Banff, AB

people makes it easy for
students to become im-
mersed in local life.

Located in the centre of Banff
National Park, the town of Banff
offers an ideal location from which
to explore the Rocky Mountains.
Popular attractions include the
Banff Gondola and the hot springs

tries and people, therefore
students from these coun-
tries integrate very well
into our communities.”
She adds that be-
cause of this attitude of the
local people, “going to
restaurants, post offices,
pharmacies, etc. is not a
stressful experience for
second language students

“Newcomers are often

accepted very quickly and students receive
invitations by locals to participate in activi-
ties, visit other regions and go out quite
often,” she says. “There is a particular love
for Latin American/South American coun-

because the people are
very patient”.

Owing to its location, Immersion Baie-
des-Chaleurs combines French language
learning with an exciting range of activities.
“The main attractions here are the recrea-

tional activities available that allow us to
take advantage of our location,” says
Karunaratne. “We offer many watersports as
a part of our programme, including
wakeboarding, sailing, boating, whale
watching tours, fishing, etc. The ocean,
lakes and rivers allow unlimited occasions to
enjoy these types of sports.”

The nearby Chic Choc Mountains also
provide an ideal location for visitors to
participate in outdoor sports such as hiking
in the summer and snow sports — including
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing — in
the winter. “Adventure travellers can spend a
week or more skiing between chalets as they

cross several mountain ranges in winter,”
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adds Karunaratne.
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